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Introduction

A bridge is designed to get us over barriers.  Once we cross a bridge, we are no longer in need of it and can move forward.  Standing in between the Christian and a Muslim are many barriers.  So many are the points of difference, it would be exhaustive to try and tackle each one.  Yet, there are numerous bridges that can help Christians connect and communicate with Muslims.  Christians wishing to effectively communicate with Muslims will use the bridges and cross over the barriers.  

This booklet introduces vehicles for effectively communicating with Muslims.  These are not just theories; they are methods that come out of real experiences from the largest church planting movement among Muslims taking place today. These methods are not only effective, but easy to learn.  
Special thanks to those who have helped to explain the evangelical and church planting methods being used in this Muslim church planting movement that shapes the Camel Training Seminar. 


Koran as Bridge (L.Pullin)

Experiencing God (H.B.)

Man of Peace (T. W.)


Church Planting Movements (D.G.)

T4T (Y.K.)
Using the “Koran as a Bridge” is the number one means of evangelism in this South Asia Muslim church planting movement.  In the heart of this training manual lies a simplified version of the “Koran as a Bridge” method. This simplified version is called “The Camel Method”.
Why is this evangelistic technique of using the “Koran as a Bridge” called, “The Camel Method”? 
1) It is an acronym so you can remember the outline of the Koran passage 3:42-55 (Chosen, Announcement, Miracles, Eternal Life.)

2) It is an old tradition that Muslims know 99 names for Allah and only a camel knows the 100th name.  Christians know the camel’s secret.  The 100th name of Allah is Isa (Jesus).

This booklet seeks to provide the Christian who wants to become involved in Muslim evangelism with an easy-to-remember method.  In addition, this booklet attempts to answer five basic questions:

5 Questions this Seminar Seeks to Answer:

1) What is God doing among Muslims today?

2) How can I be a part of what God is doing among Muslims today?

3) What do I say to a Muslim?

4) Which Muslim do I say it to?

5) How can I do Muslim evangelism and church planting and STAY ALIVE!!!? 
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Islam Today

If we step back and see the world from God’s viewpoint, we can see that some unusual things are happening in the world of Islam and among Muslims.  Let’s consider some important events of the past few years.  (Please note that study does not to credit acts of terrorism to the hand of God.  But God does turn evil acts of men into good – see Genesis 50:19-20).
1.  SPOTLIGHT.  Due to 9/11 and more recent events, Islam is on the world's mind. People have a fear of Islam.   The religion that propagates itself as a religion of peace is in today’s spotlight and under a microscope.  The world is questioning Islam’s claim that it is a religion of peace.  Muslim leaders encouraging violence no longer hide in the wings, they are at center stage.  
2. CLOUD of SHAME within Islam. Terrorism and Islam are becoming synonymous. Shame has fallen upon the majority of Muslims who are peace-loving people.  Muslims are saying, "If Osama and Saddam are Islamic figureheads, then something is wrong with my religion."  These acts of terror are revealing the cracks in the foundation of Islam.  
3. NO BORDERS.  Many Islamic countries, once thought to be closed to missionaries opening up.  What was beyond imagination just a few years ago is now reality.  Afghanistan and Iraq are now open for increased Gospel seed sowing.   

4. REFORMATION.  Islam is going through its own Reformation. King Fahd of Saudi Arabia has commissioned the Koran to be translated from Arabic into every language. With Muslim lay people reading the Koran in their own language, the lies of the Imams are being exposed. The foundation of the priesthood is severely damaged.  Moreover, Muslims are discovering that the Hadiths (Islamic commentaries on the Koran) do not match up with the Koran.  A national Bangladesh newspaper (May 1999) reported that in a district in Bangladesh, Muslims, under the leadership of their Imam, threw their Korans into the river.  (Later it was discovered that there were 5000 Muslims that participated in this act.  Their Korans were replaced with Bibles.)
5. LAST TWO DECADES.  More Muslims have come to Christ in the last two decades than at any other time in Islamic history.  

6. ABUNDANT TOOLS.  Missionaries and local harvest forces are recognizing that God has provided abundant and effective tools for Muslim evangelism.  In many Muslim countries, the Koran is being used by missionaries and Muslim background believers as the number one tool for winning Muslims to Christ. Muslim-friendly Bibles and tracts, Jesus Film (Muslim languages), radio ministries targeting Muslims, cassette distributions are among a few of the abundant tools being used today to reach Muslims for Christ.  Ten to twenty years ago, many of these tools were in short supply or non-existent.
7.  INCREASING MISSIONARY FORCE.  In the mid-seventies, only 2% of missions around the world had missionaries working among Muslims.  Today, that percentage is much higher.  Between 1982 and 2001, missionaries working with Muslims have nearly doubled from an estimated 15,000 to somewhere in excess of 27,000.

8. B2J. God has placed Islam on the hearts and minds of the church planting movements taking place in China.  These movements claim that the Gospel originated in Jerusalem and eventually made its way to China.  Now it’s time to take it back to Jerusalem, thus the name, B2J (Back to Jerusalem). But standing between them and Jerusalem are one billion Muslims.   Their goal is to establish CPMs among Muslim people groups. One leader in the movement recently said, “The reason God has allowed us to face severe persecution in our country is only for practice…He is making us ready for the Muslim world.” 

9. THE BURDEN OF INDIAN CHURCHES, USA.  Indian churches in the U.S. are turning their focus onto the Islamic world.  One missionary working with Indian churches in the U.S. recently wrote, “Interestingly, the churches where I have seen the most enthusiasm for Muslim evangelism is among Indian background believers living in the U.S.”
10. DREAMS.  A recent survey of 600 Muslims who came to faith in Christ revealed that one quarter became believers as a result of a dream.  Even where missionaries are not working, God is.  The most common theme in these dreams is seeing Jesus in a bright white robe.  (See Appendix for research that has been done on dreams.) 

11. CPM’S.  In Northern Africa, 16,000 Muslims converted to Christianity.  In one South Asian country, an average of 200 Muslims daily are coming to faith in Christ and are being baptized.  Muslim converts are winning Muslims. From 1998-2003, 280,000 Muslims have come to faith in this country.
.
* For documentation on the above statements, see the “Research –   Islam Today” in the Appendix
A Muslim Meets an Angel


Growing up in a South Asian Muslim village requires most young boys to attend a school which teaches the reading and memorization of the Koran in Arabic.  This school, called a “madrassa”, prepares him to be a potential Imam.  For Abdul Muhammad (not his real name), life was no different, and at the age of nine he was sent to the madrassa.  Abdul dedicated himself to his lessons and prayers, but as he delved deep into the Koran, he began to have many disturbing questions about its validity and meaning.  The first time he questioned the authority of the Koran; he was beaten and instructed never to ask about the meaning of anything in the Koran again.  Nevertheless, a bit later, he once again voiced his concern about the meaning of a particular passage in the Koran.  This time he was banned from the madrassa and sent home in disgrace.  A note was placed on the bulletin board of the madrassa stating, “Abdul is a sinner boy and anyone who talks to him will also be shamed.”

Branded forever in shame, Abdul’s father built a shack behind their house for him to live in.  For three years, no one was allowed to talk to him, touch him or look at him. He lived in solitude.  Not being allowed to eat with his family, his mother had to bring him his meals and slide them through a hole in the door.  It didn’t take long for him to decide that living without human interaction was no way to live.  One day, in an attempt to kill himself, he drank the poison that his father used for the farm.  His mother heard his vomiting and rushed him to the hospital.  

Abdul’s stay in the hospital proved to be the happiest time of his childhood.  There he was surrounded continually by caring people and received a lot of much needed attention.  Yet, going home was inevitable.  Not long after his return, he again attempted suicide. 

When he turned thirteen, his time of solitude was over.  However the declaration that he was a “sinner boy” still served to eliminate him from society forever.  People still treated him as though he was cursed, he had no friends, and people continued to avoid him.  

One afternoon while Abdul was walking on a village road, a white man in a rickshaw stopped and asked if he needed a ride.  The man in the rickshaw was a missionary.  This was the first white man Abdul had ever seen.  He stood paralyzed in shock because the white man spoke to him.  He also wondered why this man didn’t care if he was seen talking with Abdul in public.  While riding together on the rickshaw, Abdul touched the white man’s arm to see if he was a man or an angel.  They rode together to the man’s home.  There Abdul learned that the man was not only a Christian but he was the owner of several Bibles.  Abdul did not even think that Bibles existed.  After drinking his very first coffee, Abdul left with a New Testament in his hand. 

Arriving back at his home, he opened the Bible and read the first book he came to - the Gospel of John.  When he read John 3:17, he was astounded.  It said that God did not condemn him.  For his entire life he had been condemned by everyone, and he thought that God condemned him also.  That night, he realized that God loved him and so Abdul accepted God’s grace.  

From that time forward, Abdul’s cursed little room on the side of his father’s house became a glorious haven for him.  There he could study the scripture without anyone knowing.  Desiring more teaching, Abdul asked the missionary to teach him, so he arranged for a local pastor to disciple Abdul.

Soon Abdul began to attend church.  When news of this eventually came to his father, he told him to stop going to the Christian church.  Abdul told his father that he would try to stop going.  Abdul jokingly states, “But when Sunday came, I tried to not go to the church, but my feet would not listen and they took me directly there.” 

As a result of Abdul’s direct disobedience, an emergency family meeting was held with all of Abdul’s uncles.  They discussed Abdul’s predicament.  It was quickly resolved that by beating him, this evil spirit will come out of him.  So they began to unmercifully beat Abdul until his favorite uncle couldn’t tolerate the mistreatment anymore.  He suggested another method in solving this problem.  He told Abdul’s father and uncles that the problem could be solved and forgotten if Abdul would renounce Jesus and burn the Bible in front of them.  They all agreed.  

Abdul knew that his life had been worthless before Jesus and he didn’t want to give up the peace he had been given.  When he refused to renounce Jesus and burn his Bible, the uncles tied Abdul to a stake in his family’s courtyard in an attempt to make Abdul change his mind.  Before the sunrise, his mother quietly came to Abdul’s side and untied him.  She gave him the equivalent of US $5.00 and instructed him to leave before his uncles killed him.  That was the last time he saw his mother alive.  Later, for disgracing her husband, his mother was mistreated by Abdul’s father.  She was abused and beaten.  As a result of this mistreatment, she died.  

Abdul immediately went to the white missionary’s house.  The missionary put the equivalent of US $25.00 in Abdul’s pocket and told him to go to his office in the capital city.  As he journeyed to the capital city, his money was stolen and he was forced to sleep on the street for 15 days.  This was his first time in the capital city and he did not know where the missionary’s office was.  He survived by scouring for leftover food that was thrown into the street.  He ate banana peels and whatever else he could find.   
Eventually, he found the missionary’s office, yet, not having a bath and looking like a beggar, the office guard would not admit him.  Thankfully, as Abdul was leaving the gate, the missionary saw Abdul from his window, realized who he was, and let him in.  After he was fed, cleaned up and clothed, Abdul was introduced to a local Baptist pastor who mentored him and prepared him for baptism.  At the baptismal service, the church leaders refused to allow Abdul to be baptized.  They told him to first change his name, and then he would be allowed to be baptized.  Abdul refused to change his name.  He told the church leaders that his name was his testimony to other Muslims so that they could understand that Muslims can become Christians.  Because of Abdul’s courage and adamancy, the pastor yielded and baptized him anyway. 

 In the capital city, Abdul received a university degree and a Master’s degree.  Then he returned to his boyhood village, but still he was not allowed to return to his home.  People in the community had heard that Abdul had become a Christian.  One day while walking through an open field, a large group of boys saw Abdul and caught him.  Each of the boys took turns in beating him.  After a while, a local politician came walking by and asked the boys why they were beating this boy.  They told him, “We caught a Christian and we are going to kill him.”  The politician convinced the boys that they would bring trouble upon the entire community if they killed this Christian boy.  They complied, but as they left, they each walked by Abdul’s motionless body and spat on him.

Hearing the news of the beating, Rafik, a school classmate of Abdul, came and took Abdul to his home.  Over the course of several days, Abdul told Rafik all about his new faith in Jesus.  Responding to this information, Rafik wanted to be baptized.  Abdul refused to baptize Rafik because he did not want him to encounter the same persecution that he had.  Rafik told Abdul that he didn’t care about the persecution he would face, and that if Abdul would not baptize him, then he would think that Abdul was a hypocrite.  Rafik stepped into the river and Abdul baptized him.  Abdul told Rafik, “Yesterday, I was one, today, we are two; tomorrow we could be two hundred.”

Around that same time, Abdul’s father became seriously ill and was on the threshold of death.  He sent word for Abdul to come visit him.  Eight years had passed since he had seen his father.  Abdul sat beside his father’s bed and openly prayed for him.   The next day his father sent for Abdul again.  His father was in amazement!  After praying for weeks and weeks to God nothing had happened, yet when his son prayed only one time, he was quickly feeling better.  He asked if Abdul would pray for him again, each day, until he was totally healed.  

Eight years previous to this, Abdul’s father had filed a legal document with the local court that his son Abdul was dead.  Now fully recovered from his illness, his father received Jesus as his Savior and was baptized by Abdul.

 A relative of Rafik was sent to talk to Rafik and Abdul about returning to Islam.  But rather than convincing them, the relative’s own faith was shaken.  Two weeks later, word came to Rafik requesting him to travel to the village where this relative lived.  Rafik journeyed to the village and remained there for several days.  Upon his return, he shared with Abdul the news, “I baptized seven families (totaling 36 people) in my relative’s village."   

These baptisms were a great encouragement to Abdul and Rafik.  They began to travel and share about the grace and miraculous love the Lord desires to give all people.  They began first reaching their families and then slowly reaching their friends.  

 
In May 2002, a CPM assessment team from a large mission agency conducted a survey in the area where Abdul and Rafik have been working.   From the report, it was noted:

The mission agency team verified through extensive, mostly on-site, interviews, with many of a random nature, that a Church Planting Movement of historic size, scope and spiritual depth among Muslims anywhere, emerged among the (South Asian Muslim people group) during the late 1990s and is continuing amidst significant and escalating persecution.  

The report goes on to say:

There were 357 local or area evangelists serving in 29 districts, with 2,293 pastors, serving in and among 3,973 churches that had 89,315 baptized members, with 23,323 baptisms the previous year (2001).

Rafik’s bamboo house became the hub of the movement.  Muslim converts from the surrounding villages and districts would come to his house to receive fifteen days of discipleship training.  In February 2003, late one night, Rafik answered a knock on his door.  When Rafik opened his door, a group of fundamentalist Muslims rushed in and stabbed Rafik to death.  Abdul remains in the area living with his family and continues to lead the movement.  

The primary means by which this movement has progressed is that of using passages in the Koran, which speak of Jesus, as a bridge to engage Muslims in a conversation about Jesus.  From there, passages in the Koran that encourage Muslims to read the Bible are used to challenge Muslims to look at what the Bible says about Jesus.  Then, using the Bible, Muslims are brought to faith in Jesus.  
Missionaries working in this South Asian country have adapted Abdul and Rafik’s method of Muslim church planting and used it in their work.  As a result, between 2000 and 2002, these missionaries working in Abdul’s country reported 363 new church plants with a total of 4797 baptisms.

Update from Abdul on November, 2003:

· Total number of baptized—250,000 (1998-2003)

· Total number of Jamats (churches)--8000
· Total number of Church Planters--6000
· Total number of Muslims baptized between since July 2002 and July 2003--87,200.

· Total number of new Pastors July 2002 to July 2003--1697.
This incredible true story shows us that God is not just focusing our attention on the Muslim world; He is beginning to reach the Muslim world with the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  That presents us with some very challenging questions.  

What is a Church Planting Movement?

Is this a unique set of events or does God desire to start Church Planting Movements among Muslims throughout the world? (Is God at work among Muslims today in a unique way?)

Is using the Koran as a bridge an acceptable means for Christians since we believe that only the Bible is the true Word of God?
If God desires to do the same thing He did in this Muslim country among Muslims throughout the world, how can I join God in this work of reaching Muslims with the Good News of Jesus Christ?

What is a Church Planting Movement?

For additional understanding:

1. Read “Church Planting Movements” by David Garrison

2. View the video clip, “Like a Mighty Wave”.
Three Questions about a Church Planting Movement:

1. What is a Church Planting Movement (CPM)?  

Answer:  “A Rapid and exponential increase of indigenous churches planting churches within a given people group or population segment” or  more simply stated, “It is when God opens the heavens and pours out His Spirit upon a lost group of people resulting in a  massive explosion of churches.”

Consider four key words or phrases in the definition of a CPM:

Rapid – The establishment of new house churches is very fast.   Consider the example of Coca Cola. The company was founded in 1940, and covered the planet with Coke in 50 years.  A Coke can be found in the remotest of places.  To cover the entire world in 50 years is rapid.  A CPM, since it is not restricted by buildings and paid leadership, can move very rapidly
Exponential – Exponential growth is when one church starts two churches; then those two churches start two churches; then those four churches start two churches each, and so on.  It means multiplication instead of addition.  As this process continues, growth becomes explosive.

Indigenous – Churches are planted within a particular culture by the people within that culture, so they are sensitive to that culture.
New churches will not look like traditional or Western Churches.
Churches planting churches – New churches are not planted by paid evangelists or foreign missionaries, but by local churches.

2.  Why do we need a CPM for Muslims in your area?  

Answer: Christianity, by percentage, is growing smaller in India.  This is not because the number of Christians is not growing.  It is because the number of Hindus and Muslims is growing faster than the number of Christians. It would take 10,000 Christians each leading 2000 Hindus and Muslims to Jesus each year to keep up with the population growth of Hindus and Muslims in India.

Between 1981 and 1991, the growth rate of Christians in India declined from 2.45% to 2.32%, but, the population of India during this time period increased by 24%. The Christian population increased only 17%.

2000 years after Christianity first reached India, it can only account for 2.5% of the population.

3.  What prevents a CPM?

       Answer:  Some possible hindrances to a CPM:

· Lack of sowing of the Gospel among Muslims.    Consider some reasons why this might be so:

1. Prejudice – We don’t like Muslims.

2. Fear of Muslims – They are all terrorists!

3. Unbelief – Muslims cannot be reached.
· Wrong thinking by Christian leaders.  

Ways of thinking that can hinder a CPM from taking place:

1. “Only ordained ministers can lead new churches.”

2. “Churches must meet in church buildings.”
3. “New believers must come to my church only.”

The seven last words of a dying church are:

“We never did it that way before.”

But is this CPM in Bangladesh unique among Muslims, or does God want to do the same thing among Muslims where you are?  Are there some things that we can learn from this CPM that we can apply to our work among Muslims where we are.  Let’s look at some of the characteristics of the CPM that has taken place in Bangladesh. Then we will see how one mission team learned from this, adjusted their methods to what God was already doing, and saw tremendous results.  

Ten Characteristics of the Bangladesh Muslim CPM
1.  Point of Conversion
Typically, one does not receive Christ as Savior at the time of the first Gospel presentation.  The average time between hearing a clear Gospel presentation and actually coming to faith in Jesus Christ is three months.

2.  How it is spreading
The Gospel moves typically along family lines.  The exception to this is where there is outside involvement. Then the Gospel moves into new frontier areas, jumping beyond family lines.
3.  Method of evangelism
Evangelists always have a secular identify, such as businessmen, and as “Isahi Muslims” (Muslims who follow Jesus). The method used exclusively for evangelism is using the Koran as a bridge to the Gospel.  Typically a seeker continues to read the Koran for about two weeks before realizing the Bible is all he needs.   After that, the seeker sets aside the Koran and picks up the Bible.  The method by which Muslims move towards faith in Jesus (the Koran as a bridge) is the same method they use when they evangelize after they have received Christ. 

4.  Baptism
Baptism follows immediately after conversion.  One exception is that individuals wait until a sizable group of new believers is formed and ready for baptism. Most baptisms are conducted in secure locations and performed at night.  Almost all converts are baptized by pastors, not evangelists or church planters.  

5.  Church Planter/Evangelists
The most effective church planters are from Muslim background.  
6.  Terminology

Islamic terminology is used, i.e., “Jamat” was used for church and “Imam” was used for pastor.  Using Christian terminology does not set well with Muslims.  Muslims are taught from an early age to reject anything that is “Christian” and that Christians are sinful and walk in darkness.  Using Muslim-friendly terminology separates MBB’s from those Western Christian cultural forms that carry a negative meaning for them.
7.  Most MBB’s were not fringe Muslims

According to a study done in 2002, 66.4% of those coming to faith in Christ were active, practicing Muslim.  The movement is clearly not made up of “fringe” or non-practicing Muslims. The vast majority of those converting intentionally chose to make a clean break with their past practice of Islam.  Only 8 % of those who claimed that they became Christians have reconverted to Islam.
8.  Worship and places of worship
Typically, Isa Jamats worship on Friday.  Prayer, offering, message, and singing make up the worship service.  Some songs are written by new converts while most worship songs are taken from traditional Christian music.  Christian terminology is changed into Islamic terminology. Out of the 6000+ churches that have been planted, there are only two reports of a mosque building being taken by converts.  The remaining churches meet in their villages either under a tree or on the veranda of a house. 
9.  Leadership training
In the CPM, 63% of the leaders have received and continue to receive leadership training.  The CPM assessment team found no major doctrinal errors, though teaching on tithing and the ordinance of the Lord’s Supper were weak.  The content of the training divided its time between Bible Chronological Storying and using the Koran as an evangelistic tool.
10.  Persecution
Persecution occurs in every instance where a Muslim becomes a follower of Jesus, but it is not as severe as we had anticipated.  Intense persecution in the form of verbal abuse and rejection from the community lasts from 6 months to 1 year.  Only three martyrs have been reported where there was the clear motive in killing the convert was to stop the movement.  The low number of martyrs and mild persecution is credited to the technique of using the Koran as a bridge and family based evangelism and conversions. 
Nine Adaptations
A new missionary team working among Bengali Muslims in Bangladesh refused to simply watch the Bengali CPM.  They wanted to learn from it so they could see the same thing happen where they were working.  In 1998, they were allowed to go in and observe the CPM.    At that point, the team quickly adjusted its methods of church planting and adapted to the strategies being used in the existing CPM.  During the time period of December 1999 to December 2002, the team saw 314 new church starts and 4,595 baptisms.  The team worked only in districts where the existing CPM was not already present.
Here are the changes they made in their methods based on what they learned from the CPM.
Lessons and Adaptations
1.  Security
In the beginning, the team worked under an extremely high level of security.  By 1999, few results were seen.  Beginning in the year 2000, security was dropped to a low level.  In that same year the team began to see tremendous results.  Energy spent on protection and simply maintaining a presence was transferred to aggressive church planting.  Living and working on the edge became the norm.  Instead of avoiding local politicians, the team began approaching them and asking for permission to distribute tracts or show the Jesus film.  Rarely, did a civil authority deny distribution in his area. Today in Bangladesh, those mission groups working, with Bengali Muslims, who still maintain a high level of security are seeing little results in church planting.
2.  Massive seed sowing
The Gospel, in the existing CPM, moved along family lines at a rapid and effective pace.  Since the team did not have existing Muslim background believers to work with, large seed-sowing campaigns were used to find Muslims who wanted to become followers of Jesus.  After that, the Gospel began to spread through Muslim family lines.
The team established a strategy to place a Bangla Bible into every village in a particular district in Bangladesh. A typical district is populated by more than one million unreached Muslims  The team divided into pairs traveled from village to village distributing the Bibles.  The following story illustrates what they encountered.
One particular village encounter resulted in the establishment of forty-one Muslim background churches.  As the two team members came into the village, they were greeted by a young man walking towards them.  The team asked the young man, named Mamoon, to escort them into his village.  The village was home to more than 7000 Muslims.  The team shared the Gospel at a school and at several homes.  In all the team distributed 14 Bibles in Mamoon’s village.  The team leader gave his address to Mamoon. Two weeks later, after the team had left, Mamoon showed up at the team leader’s house in the capital city.  He reported what had occurred in his village after the team had left.

Mamoon said that three local Imams went around and collected thirteen of the fourteen Bibles.  Before a crowd in the village, they proclaimed that the Bibles could not be trusted because Christians through the years have changed its contents.  To prove their point, they opened a Bible to Luke 2 and read these words, “Mary’s husband Joseph.”  The Bible was closed and one Imam told the crowd, “We as Muslims know that Mary was a virgin when she gave birth to the prophet Isa.  This Christian Bible says otherwise.”  At that, the Imams instructed some of the village children to spread the Bibles on the ground in front of the mosque.  After the children danced on top of the Bibles, they gathered them into a pile and burned them.
The Imams began looking for the missing Bible.  They eventually found it to be with Mamoon.  Once again, a crowd was gathered, this time in front of Mamoon’s house and demanded that he hand them his Bible.  Mamoon refused and said, “Let me read it first, if I find any mistakes, I will give it to you.”  The Imams petitioned Mamoon’s father to force his son to hand over the Bible.  His father said, “Give my son two days, if he has not given you this book by then, you are free to do with him as you wish.”
It was at that point that Mamoon found his way to the team leader’s home.  He wanted to be discipled because he wanted to know more about the contents of the Bible.  During Mamoon’s four months of discipleship, his mother wrote a letter strongly advising her son not to come back to the village because she feared that they would kill him.  In the fifth month of discipleship, Mamoon was baptized.  He immediately wanted to visit his village.  Against the advice of his mother and the team leader, Mamoon traveled to his village.  In his village, a large crowd gathered.  He opened his Bible to Luke chapter two and explained the full story of how Mary was a virgin when she gave birth to Isa.
Today, a church exists in Mamoon’s village.  Two of the Imams are members of this church.  Mamoon has gone on to plant another 40 churches, all among Muslims.
3.  Prayer 
Only a modest effort was spent on mobilizing people to pray for God to do a work among Bengali Muslims.  God was already at work!  Instead, prayer was enlisted and targeted towards opening the team members’ eyes to where God was at work.
4. Non-Muslim church planters quickly transferred responsibility of sharing the Good News to new MBBs.  (Indigenization vs. contextualization)  
At first, the Christian background church planters felt the need to throw away their Christian identity and take on as much as they could of a Muslim identity (contextualization).  Their goal was to become in appearance and practice as a traditional “Muslim” in which they would change their names to Muslim names, wear Muslim clothes, and worship in similar Muslim ways.  No matter how hard the Christian background church planters tried, most Muslims did not appreciate or favorably respond to their efforts to be like them and so the contextualization practices were minimized.  A new strategy was introduced.  Instead, the national Christian background church planters admitted to Muslims that they were Christians or Isahi (followers of Jesus).  They avoided being identified as “Western Christians”.  Muslims responded better to this open and honest approach.  The goal of the church planters shifted to a quick transfer of responsibility (indigenization) of sharing the Good News to new MBBs.
Missions working in Bangladesh among Bengali Muslims who hold contextualization as their goal are not seeing significant results in church planting.

5.  The Koran as a bridge
An extra measure of boldness came to the team once they began using the Koran as a bridge to the Gospel.

“I have been reading the Koran and I found an amazing truth that gives hope for eternal life.  Can we read together Surah Al-Imran 3:42-55?”
This opening statement, more than any other, gave the team the opportunity to share the Gospel with Muslims.  After reading the Surah and discussing the passage, no Muslim could say that Jesus was only a prophet.  They had to admit that Jesus is more than a prophet and that he is the one best suited to help them get to heaven.  Finally, we knew what to say!
6.  Leadership
Where there was a single identifiable leader, churches were aggressively planted, grew spiritually, and have remained to this day.  New believers have expressed a deep need for a strong leader.
7.  Rejected by local church bodies
The team sought the support of existing Christian churches.  None showed an interest in planting Muslim background churches.  Reasons for their shyness in getting involved varied.  

Actually, the churches’ rejection turned out to be a tremendous blessing.  National church planters would say to Muslim seekers, “We have been rejected by the Christian community.  Your Muslim community has rejected you because you are seeking for truth.  Let’s come together and form a new group.”  Church planters who communicated that they were rejected by the Christian church found a warm acceptance among Muslims.

8.  Boldness 
A few national church planters have been thrown into jail.  Almost daily, they experience difficult circumstances.  However, the frightening experiences often led to the best results in church planting.  The following stories are examples of this.  
Hossain (church planter) shared some verses in the Koran about Isa to a group of Jamat Islam youth members.  They quickly dragged Hossain to their mosque and sat him down at the feet of their Imam.  They told the Imam that Hossain is teaching from the Koran and preaching Christianity.  Surprisingly, the Imam said, “Study with Hossain and see if what he says is true.”  This scary experience for Hossain resulted in all the youth becoming believers (MBBs).  The youth are actively sharing their new faith with their friends and family members.  

Simon (church planter) shared with two young boys about Isa in the Koran.  The two boys ran to their Imam and told him all that Simon had said.  The Imam organized a mob of 300-500 and pulled Simon into the street.  At that point, the police placed Simon into jail for his protection.  In the jail, Simon was placed in a VIP cell where opposition party leaders where being held.  He shared about Isa from the Koran with many of these leaders.  Some told him to come to their homes when they were released from jail.  One became a believer.  At the trial, Simon stood before a packed courtroom.  He was asked by the magistrate to share his story.  Like Stephen, he told what he had seen in the Koran and that Isa, as presented in the Koran, is more than a prophet.  As the courtroom became unruly, a recess until the next day was called.  The next morning before the trial, the magistrate came to Simon’s room and said to him, “After this trial is over, you will come to my house and share with my entire family.”  Charges against Simon were dropped, and nine churches have been planted in the area surrounding this city.
9. Blessed are the feet of those who preach the Gospel. 
We read in Romans 10:15: 

“How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the Gospel, of peace, who bring glad tidings of good things.” 

Massive evangelistic seed sowing campaigns were highly productive in showing were God was at work within the Muslim population.  Nevertheless, most Muslims were not coming to Christ from reading tracts, watching the Jesus Film, dreams about Isa, or Christian Radio programs.  The point of conversion for most MBB’s came as an evangelist sat in front of them.  The Gospel was best understood and received when conversing with an evangelist.
So, this mission team saw what God was doing, and adjusted what they were doing and joined God in what He was doing.  As a result they began to see abundant results.  The saw God produce a CPM in the district where they were at work.  

Could it be that God also is planning a CPM among Muslims where you are?  If so, how then can you adjust what you are doing and join God in establishing a CPM?  

How Do I Begin?
Good News!

1.   God is already at work in establishing a CPM among the Muslims in your area.

Read John 5:17a:
“But Jesus answered them, ‘My Father is always at His work to this very day…” 
What is God doing in the world?

· God’s purpose is to restore what was lost in the Garden; to restore the relationship between God and man that sin destroyed.  II Peter 3:9

· From Genesis to revelation we see God, in love, pursuing man in order to restore him to fellowship with God and bless him and give him eternal life.
God, still today, is pursuing men and women to restore them to a relationship with Him.  God is still working, just as hard as ever.   While you were asleep last night, He was busy working among Muslims in your area.  Right now, the Holy Spirit is working inside a Muslim near you.

2.   Look and listen to find out what God is already doing so you can join Him.

Look!
If you look with spiritual eyes you will see where God is at work. – Ephesians 1:18 Read about Elisha’s servant who received a new set of eyes. - II Kings 6:14-17
Jesus saw where the Father was at work and joined Him in where He was working.   Jesus only did what He saw the Father doing.  
(Read John 5:19-20) This is how Jesus did the works that He did.  He saw what the Father was doing and joined Him.  In this same passage put your name in the blanks.  This is how God wants to work in you!
Most assuredly, I say to you, ________ can do nothing of himself, but what ________​​​​ sees the Father do: for whatever He does, ____​___ also does in like manner.  For the Father loves _______, and shows ________ all things that He himself does: and He will show _______ greater works than these, that ________ may marvel.
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Example:  Zaccheus – Luke 19:1-9 

Example: The woman at the well – John 4:1-42
The team in Bangladesh spent a week looking for where God was working.  They knew that God’s Spirit was working in the villages before they even arrived.  All they had to do was to lay out some spiritual meat and see who was hungry.  If they found someone who was hungry, then they knew that they had found where the Father was at work.  

In one week a team preached about Isa, from the Koran (3:42-55), in four different villages.  Large crowds gathered in each village.  As the team left the first village, they traveled by rickshaw.  Looking back at the crowd, they noticed a man peddling his bike as fast as he could towards them.  He wanted more information.  They invited him to the place where they were staying.  This man ended up starting a church in that village.  Three of the four villages established a church in a similar manner.
Listen!
“Surely the Lord does nothing without revealing His plan to His servants the prophets.”  Amos 3:7
How did all the people in the Bible hear God speaking?  

· They all knew that it was God speaking to them.  

· They knew what God was saying.  

· They knew what they were supposed to do.
It is very important that we hear God’s voice.   
“My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me.”  John 10:4
“He who is of God hears the words of God; for this reason you do not hear them, because you are not of God.” John 8:47
Are you hearing the voice of Jesus?
The leader of the CPM in Bangladesh was riding on a bus one day.  Abdul shared the Gospel with the young man sitting next to him.  The young man invited Abdul to come to his village right then and share what he had shared to him.  Abdul accepted the invitation.  After the village heard the Gospel, one man asked, “I have killed a man, how can Isa forgive me?”  Another man asked, “I am a thief, how can Isa forgive me?”  In the end, eleven men came forward, confessed their sin, and asked how Isa can forgive them.  
With your spiritual ears, you can hear where God is at work.  Have you heard any Muslims say to you?
· “I feel bad for the sins that I have done.”  Read John 16:8-11

· “I had a dream where I saw a bright light and the prophet Isa.”  Read Acts 10:30-32   
· “I want to know what the truth is.”  Read John 16:13, 17:17 – 
· “I understand what the Bible is saying.” Read Matt. 13:10-11, I Cor. 2:10-14

· “I think that Allah is speaking to me.” John 10:26-27

· “I want to know more about your God and Jesus.” Read John 6:44

· “I’m afraid to die.” Read Hebrews 2:15

If you hear any Muslims make these statements or similar statements, your spiritual ears should tell you that God is at work inside them.
3.   When you find where God is working, join Him.

When you find where God is at work, this is God’s invitation for you to JOIN HIM.

Keep in Mind… 

· Everything that God does is “God Size.” 
When you look at the entire Bible, can you find any story where God did something small? 

Now unto Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all we ask or think according to the power that works within us.  To Him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus throughout all ages.                                                               Ephesians 3;20-21 
This tells us that God always does more than we expect.
What are you expecting God to do in your area?

Is God’s plan for your life God-size? 

Is God’s plan for planting churches in your area big or small? (God’s plan is for a church planting movement to take place in your area.)

· The happiest Christians are those who are hearing God, seeing where God is at work, and joining Him.  (See Luke 2:20, 10:17 and Acts 2:41)  All the other Christians who are not hearing and seeing God and joining Him are the ones making trouble inside our churches.

· If you have a close relationship with Jesus, he will show you the way to where God is working.  Jesus said that he is the way, the truth, and the life.  Jesus did not say, “I will show you the way.”

Jesus said, “He that abides in Me and I in him, brings forth much fruit, for without Me you can do nothing.” – John 15:5  
I must abide in Jesus through prayer and His Word if I am going to know His will.  

-  Jesus did not say, “I will give you a road map,” rather   He said, “I am the way.” – John 14:6  
-  He did not say, “I will tell you how to be fishers of men.” he said “Follow Me and I will make you become fishers of men.” – Mark 1:17  
-  He did not say I will tell my sheep what to do and send them out alone.  He said “My sheep hear my voice, I know them (relationship) and (then) they follow.” 
When my wife or my children call me on the phone, they do not have to identify themselves.  I recognize their voices immediately.  Why is that so?  It is because I have grown very familiar with their voices by spending much time with them.  In the same way, we must become familiar with the voice of Jesus through His Word and through prayer.  Then we will easily recognize His voice, so that we can follow Him.
Jesus said, “I am the way.” Jesus knows the way: He is your way. If you are in close relationship with Him, He will show you where He is working and how you can join Him.
· Remember that you can do nothing apart from God, but as you join God in what He is doing, God does the work. Therefore, it will always be successful in the truest sense.  John 15:4, John 14:10-12, John 5:20, Ephesians 1:11

God wants you to join Him in starting a CPM where you are.  He is already at work to start a CPM.  He is telling and showing you how and where the CPM will start (Amos 3:7).  But also, remember that a CPM will not begin with a mass of people coming to Christ.  It will start as God draws out people like Zacchaeus, the woman at the well, and the disciples, whom He will use to begin a CPM.  
Jesus always found that person or persons in whom God was already at work.  Then he invested Himself and His time in those people, because He knew they were the keys to reaching a community or a group of people.  So, like Jesus, we need to learn to look for those people in whom God is already at work so that we can join Him and work with those people.      
THE MAN OF PEACE
In 1995, I heard a sermon about “Finding the Man of Peace” from Luke chapter ten.  Five years later, I decided that I would actually try to find a man of peace by following the instructions Jesus gave his disciples in Luke ten as closely as I could.  Two friends joined me on this journey.  We decided that we would take nothing with us except one change of clothes, a Bible, one Jesus Film video, and a small amount of money.  We charted out a city that would be our destination.  There had not been any churches planted in this city and its surrounding area.   

As we were dropped off on the side of the road to begin our journey, immediately a crowd gathered.  We spent time sharing the Gospel with them.  Throughout the day, we continued to share the Gospel with Muslims instead of going straight to the town as Jesus instructed us on Luke ten.  By the end of the day, we arrived into the city and felt discouraged because no one responded to the Gospel along the road to the city.  Moreover, according Jesus’ instructions, we were supposed to find a man of peace who would provide us with food and shelter.  Finally, we found a government office which had a small guest room attached to the back of the building and stayed there.

Just as we bedded down, we heard a knock on our door.  As I opened the door, there were two Muslim men standing there.  They told us that they had heard from people in the city that three men had come preaching Christianity.  They then told us their story.

One of the two men said that four years earlier, four foreign missionaries had come to their city and ended up going to his house.  There the four men prayed over his daughter who had a problem with her leg.  They prayed in the name of Isa.  Within a few weeks, the daughter was healed and the two Muslim men were convinced of the power of Isa.  

As these two Muslim men stood in our doorway, they explained that they needed more information about Isa.  They understood about Isa’s healing power, but for four years they have been waiting to hear more about Isa.  We asked the two Muslim men why the four missionaries did not tell them any more about Isa.  They replied, “They could not speak our language.”  At that moment, we realized why God had sent these two men to us, so we the spent the next two hours explaining how God brought salvation to man through Isa.  

Before they left, we asked if they could arrange a meeting in which we could share this Good News with Muslim women.  We knew that if Muslim women would become believers, then the entire family would follow them.  Gaining access to Muslim women in order to share the Gospel had been an impossible task up until that point.  

Early the next morning, we found that the two men had arranged the meeting which we had requested.  Inside a room in a village home, twenty-five Muslim women were sitting on the floor waiting for us. We shared with them for 3 hours the Gospel story beginning from the creation story in the book of Genesis.  

When it came time to tell the story about the birth of Jesus, we told the two men that we wanted to show a film (the Jesus film).  They quickly went into the city and returned with a rented television and video player.  After the women saw the Jesus film, we were fed lunch.  The only expense we incurred that day was the cost of a rickshaw ride to and from the meeting place.  Having fully explained the Gospel that day, we left.

Six months later, we received word from the two men requesting a visit.  A church planter colleague was asked to visit the two men.  The church planter discovered that 125 Muslims had been baptized and five churches had been formed.  From these five churches, another three churches were started a few months later. 

Our normal method of evangelism and church planting was to spend lots of money on distributing tracts, enrolling people into our Bible correspondence school, and showing the Jesus film to large crowds.  Rarely did we start a single church through this method. 

Questions:

1) What did the three church planters do that helped to start the 8 churches?

2) What were the two Muslim men able to do that the 3 church planters could not?

3) Did the three church planters find where God was at work and did they join Him?

Finding a Man of Peace
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Jesus is our model for finding where God is at work. He took the time to show his disciples how he would find where God is at work.  In a crowd of people, or in a city or village, God has been at work in someone.  That “someone” is called the “man of peace.”  When you find the man of peace, you have found where God is at work.  Usually, this man of peace is the one chosen by God to establish a church planting movement in that area.  Let’s look at Jesus’ teaching on how to find the man of peace.  
Read Luke 10:1-20:
After these things the Lord appointed seventy others also, and sent them two by two before His face into every city and place where He Himself was about to go.  2 Then He said to them, “The harvest truly is great, but the laborers are few; therefore pray the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into His harvest.  3 Go your way; behold, I send you out as lambs among wolves.  4 Carry neither money bag, knapsack, nor sandals; and greet no one along the road.  5 But whatever house you enter, first say, ‘Peace to this house.’  6 And if a son of peace is there, your peace will rest on it; if not, it will return to you.  7 And remain in the same house, eating and drinking such things as they give, for the laborer is worthy of his wages.  Do not go from house to house.  
8  Whatever city you enter, and they receive you, eat such things as are set before you.  9 And heal the sick there and say to them, ‘The kingdom of God has come near to you.’  10 But whatever city you enter, and they do not receive you, go out into its streets and say, 11 ’’The very dust of your city which clings to us we wipe off against you.  Nevertheless know this that the kingdom of God has come near you.’  12 But I say to you that it will be more tolerable in that Day for Sodom than for that city.”


13 ”Woe to you, Chorazin!  Woe to you, Bethsaida!  For if the mighty works which were done in you had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long ago, sitting in sackcloth and ashes.  14 But it will be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon at the judgment than for you.  15 And you, Capernaum, who are exalted to heaven, will be brought down to Hell.  16 He who hears you hears Me, he who rejects you rejects Me, and he who rejects Me rejects Him who sent Me.”  17 Then the seventy returned with joy saying, “Lord, even the demons are subject to us in Your name.”


18 And He said to them, “I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven.  19 Behold, I give you the authority to trample on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy, and nothing shall by any means hurt you.  20 Nevertheless, do not rejoice in this, that the spirits are subject to you, but rather rejoice because your names are written in heaven.”

INSTRUCTIONS OF JESUS FOR FINDING THE 

MAN OF PEACE
How I find the Man of Peace?

GO TWO BY TWO - 10:1   
· Testimony of two is accepted in court.- Deuteronomy 17:6
· If one falls, the other can pick him up. - Ecclesiastes 4:9-12
· Persecution is more bearable with two.
BELIEVE IN THE HARVEST - 10:2  
If you do not believe that God is preparing a large harvest in the area in which you are going, then you will not likely find where God is at work and you will miss the man of peace.  The Spirit of God has gone ahead of you and has prepared the man of peace.  

WATCH OUT! - 10:3  
Always read the warning label!  No disciple sent out into the harvest field to find the man of peace should go without first counting the costs.  Do not expect the world to act favorably towards you.  Knowing ahead of time that you could end up with a black eye (or worse), takes much of the sting out of the pain.  A boxer knows ahead of time that he will pay a price.  The punches are painful, but the boxer’s mind has prepared his body to endure the pain.  

GO NEEDY - 10:4  
By taking items with you, it is likely that you will miss finding the Man of Peace.  It is the God-given duty of the man of peace to take care of you.  

MAKE YOUR PRESENCE KNOWN - 10:5-6  

The text says, “whatever house you enter.”  Greet people, knock on every door.  Make your presence known in the area.  Jesus told His disciples to proclaim to the people that the Kingdom of God was near whether they believed the message or not (vs. 9-11).  The man of peace is looking for you just as much as you are looking for him.  If you walked into a dark room that is full of cockroaches and moths, and you turned on the light, the roaches would scramble for darkness to hide, while moths would come to the light.  In the same way, shine the light of God in the area.  Men of Peace are like moths in that they will be drawn to you as you share the light of the Gospel.  

IDENTIFY THE MAN OF PEACE - 10:6-8 

· Accepts your greeting

· Feeds you and gives you shelter
· Is ready to become a believer
· Often is a known sinner - examples: Zacchaeus, Samaritan woman, man in the tombs
What do I do once I have found the man of peace?
STAY – 10:7

This is a key principle.  When you find the man of peace, invest time in him.  Jesus went to Zacchaeus’ house.  You do not need to keep looking; you have found the man God will use in that city.  Invest your time in him or them, if more than one.
EAT AND HEAL – 10:8-9
Luke 10: 8-9 - God has given the man of peace a job to do.  Allow him to do his job and take care of you.  This is one of the ways that you will be able to identify the man of peace – his care for your needs.  Before leaving, pray for any sicknesses.
What do I do if I do not find a man of peace?
SHAKE THE DUST OFF – 10:10-16
God is not at work everywhere.  (See Mark 6:1-6)  When they reject you, it is not you they are rejecting, it is Jesus they are rejecting.  Maintain the theme, “I will work only where I see the Father working.”
What are the results of finding the man of peace?
RESULTS – 10:17-23
Luke 10:17-23 - There is more to this than finding the Man of Peace.  Jesus said, “I am the Way…”  When you find the “Way”, you have found Jesus himself.  When you find where God is at work, you find God.  Remember, the happiest Christians are those who find where God is at work and join Him. – see 10:17
EXERCISE

Find examples in the scriptures for each point that Jesus made in Luke 10:1-23.  Tell how these stories illustrate the points above.

Summary

Here are the key principles from Luke ten for seeking and finding the man or woman of peace.
· Go in faith with one or two others in search of where God is working and look for the man or woman of peace.

· Travel light.

· Don’t waste time talking to people along the way, Depend on God’s guidance. He will show you where to stop.

· Offer your peace. If it is accepted, stay there. If not, move on. Sometimes you will not find the man of peace until you walk away. He will pursue you. If your peace is not accepted, move on.

· Travel expecting to encounter Muslims who have been prepared by God in a dream to hear your witness.

· When you believe you have found the man or woman of peace, go to his home. Stay with him. He will provide everything you need. He will open doors of opportunity for you to share with others.

· Eat and drink what is placed before you when you are with a man or woman of peace.

· Whether you are accepted or rejected, always remember that God is with you and the kingdom of God is near.

· Recognize that your mission is to lead the man of peace to receive Christ and to share with his family and friends. He then will share with many more in that region. 

· Know that as you depend on Jesus to show you the way that you will see many signs that God was ahead of you, planting seeds and laying a foundation.

[image: image7.jpg]





Beyond the Wall
Very few national Christians and churches are involved in Muslim evangelism/church planting.  Few have ventured over the wall and are joining God at work among Muslims.  These few are experiencing tremendous joy because when they found where God was at work, they found God Himself.

Let’s identify the reasons why most national Christians and churches are not involved in Muslim evangelism/church planting.

EXERCISE
(The questions below are designed to draw out any fear, prejudice, or non-communication issues and to deal with them.)
Individual Questions: (write answers on a sheet of paper)

1. What does your church think about Muslim evangelism?

2. What do you feel about witnessing to a Muslim?  

Group Questions:  (write answers on the board)

1. What makes people nervous about Muslim evangelism?  Common answers; fear, prejudice, do not know what to say and who to say it to.
2. If you were to lead a seminar on “Witnessing to Muslims”, what would you teach to get people over their fear of witnessing to Muslims?
3. A Christian woman told me that the reason she does not want her church to evangelize Muslims is so that none will become believers and join her church.  She does not want her daughter to marry any MBB young men.  What would you say to this woman?
There are several stories are in the Bible where people were asked to go to a people different from themselves and to evangelize them.  Some were obedient and had success.  
4. What are some of these stories?  

Jonah – Sent to Ninevah, but he went unwillingly and missed the blessing; Acts 10 – Peter saw a vision and was sent to the Gentiles; John 4 – Jesus with the Samaritan woman; Paul went to the Gentiles and other non-Jews.  
5. How did they overcome the barriers of prejudice, fear, and not knowing what to say?

Beyond the Wall is a harvest field.  Beyond the Wall is where God is at work.  It is where you will find some of the happiest Christians.  If you want to climb over the wall, you need to learn how to evangelize Muslims.  Let’s look at the most popular method being used by Christian evangelists and church planters working among Muslims.
Using the Koran as a Bridge
UDDIN’S STORY

Uddin is an educated farmer in a South Asian country.  He is considered a devout Muslim because he prays five times a day and reads the Arabic Koran.  Uddin believes that Arabic is God’s language.


In 2001, an MBB (Muslim Background Believer) church planter walked into Uddin’s village.  Uddin quickly detected that this stranger was a Christian.  Uddin asked him, “Are you preaching Christianity?”  The MBB answered, “No, I am speaking what Muhammad said.”  At that the MBB opened a Koran and read Sura 10:94 which states, “And if you (Muhammad) are in doubt concerning that which We reveal unto you, then question those who read the Scripture (the Bible) that was before you.  Verily the Truth from my Lord hath come unto thee.  So be not thou of the waverers.”  He then read Sura 5:82-83 which claims that Christians are the most humble, friendly, and compassionate people and they know the Truth when they hear it.


Total silence fell upon Uddin and for a time, he pondered on these verses.  He never had seen these verses before even though he was a student of the Koran.  Finally, he looked up and said, “I want to know another word from you.”    


The MBB went further to explain to Uddin that in order to be a proper Muslim (one who totally surrenders himself to God), he must read the Holy books that came before the Koran (see Surah 4:136) and that he should not have any fear that God’s Holy Word can be changed by any man (see Surah 6:115). 


The MBB asked Uddin a convicting question, “How do we find out about the previous way of doing proper prayer, proper sacrifice (Muslims sacrifice an animal after the month of fasting) and proper fasting?”  Uddin’s faith was shaken.  He knew that Muslims today are practicing their memorized prayers and animal sacrifices with empty hearts.  He knew that Muslims are gaining weight and abusing the month of fasting called Ramadan.  


He said, “We Muslims have been in the wrong way because we do not read the ‘Before Book.”  He concluded by saying, “I believe your words because you have spoken to me from the Koran; please come again.”  The MBB gave Uddin a Bible and promised to come again.

In this area of South Asia, this method is being used to persuade Muslims to read the “Before Book”.  This method is called, The Koranic Bridge.  An average of 160 Muslims every day are being baptized and are laying aside their Korans.  Muslims believe that Christians have changed the Bible and that the Koran is infallible. Missionaries have discovered that using the Koran as a bridge earns them the right to be heard.   Both MBBs and Muslims are in their comfort-zone when talking about the Koran.   It is neutral territory. 
The Apostle Paul used a similar method to gain a foothold in Athens.
Read Acts 17:22-23:

22 Then Paul stood in the midst of the Areopagus and said, “Men of Athens, I perceive that in all things you are very religious; 23 for as I was passing through and considering the objects of your worship, I even found an altar with this inscription:

TO THE UNKNOWN GOD

Therefore, the One whom you worship without knowing, Him I proclaim to you.”  24 God who made the world and everything in it, He is Lord of Heaven and earth.  28 For in Him we live and move and have our being, as also some of your own poets have said, “For we are His offspring.” 29 Therefore, since we are His offspring, we ought not to think that the Divine Nature is like gold or silver or stone, something shaped by art and man’s devising. Truly these times of ignorance God overlooked, but now commands all men everywhere to repent, 31 because He has appointed a day on which He will judge the world in righteousness by the Man whom he has ordained.  He has given assurance of this to all by raising Him from the dead.”  
32 And when they heard of the resurrection of the dead, some mocked while others said, 34 ”We will hear you again on this matter.”  However, some men joined him and believed.

Questions:
· What bridges did Paul use to begin to communicate the Gospel with the men of Athens?  vv 23 and 28
· How does that compare with how the church planter began to communicate with Uddin by using the Koran?

· What did Paul do after He had used the bridges? vv 30-31
· What was the result?  v 32
· Were men of peace discovered?  v 33
Why Use the Koran???
Why do we use the Koran as a bridge to the Gospel?  

1) We must start where they are.

2) We cannot be blamed for making converts when I use their holy book to confront them with who Jesus is.

3) Using the Koran enables a Muslim Background believer to relate to his family and friends and minimizes persecution.

4) We can use the Koran to lift Jesus out of prophet status and closer to Savior status in the mind of a Muslim.

In the Camel Method we use one passage from the Koran – Surah 3:42-55

Why do we NOT try to use all of the other verses in the Koran that deal with Jesus?

1) It prevents us from abusing or misusing Koran verses (poor exegetical interpretation).

2) When we are witnessing to a Muslim, we are usually nervous; we cannot remember all of the verses.

3) We are only looking for a Man of Peace and we only need enough spiritual meat from the Koran to draw him out.  Do not stay too long in the Koran because of the anti-Christian verses.

4) We are familiar with the Bible, so we can use many different scriptures.  We are not familiar with the Koran.

EXERCISE:  Read Sura Al-Imran 3:42-55 in its entirety.  You will find it on pages 30-31.   Read it again slowly; ask the group to write on their paper major points in the text that can be used to lift Jesus from “Prophet” status to “Savior” status.  Take the time for the group to verbalize what they have written.

QUESTION:  Does this passage lift Jesus to “Savior” status?  

ANSWER:  No, but after reading this passage, Muslims cannot honestly say that Jesus was only a prophet.

Should We Use the Koran?

QUESTION:  Is using the Koran as a bridge an acceptable means for Christians since we believe that only the Bible is the true Word of God? 
ANSWER:  There is a great divide, or chasm, between Muslims and Christians.  A Muslim has been taught from childhood that the Koran is the only true word of God.  They may not know the meaning of the Koran’s text, but nonetheless, they believe it is true.  When approached with the Bible, Muslims immediately become defensive.  A confrontation is imminent - your holy book verses his holy book.  A Muslim cannot and will not deny the Koran. Relating to a Muslim from the Koran guarantees a listening ear.  If attention is given to the verses in the Koran that deal with truths about Jesus, then you and your new Muslim friend can enter into dialogue on neutral ground.
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Is truth any less true if it is found somewhere other than the Bible?  When the Koran says that Jesus was born of a virgin without an earthly father, is it any less true than when the Bible says the same thing? A valuable piece of paper money placed between two counterfeit pieces of paper money does not make the valuable piece of money less valuable, so long as it is known which one was real.  Muslims need help in distinguishing truth surrounded by errors.  But you must start where they are and bring them along.

No one lives on a bridge.  It is only a means to getting somewhere.  To stay in their book for a long period of time is fruitless.  Quickly move on to The Book.
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Al Imran, Surah 3:42-55:  Read, observing what it says about Jesus.  Write what you find in the column on the right. 
                                                              YOUR NOTES                                                                  
YOUR NOTES

              YOUR NOTES


YOUR NOTES


THE CAMEL METHOD
Using Surah 3:42-55 from the Koran to find a Man of Peace
Muslims have a saying that Allah has 100 names, but a man can only know 99 of them.  Only the camel knows the one hundredth name of Allah.  Of course, that is only a legend, but we want Muslims to know what the camel supposedly knows, that unknown name of God.  We want them to know that name that is above all names - JESUS!  

The CAMEL Method is a method of using a particular passage in the Koran (Surah Al-Imran 3:42-55) to open the door with a Muslim so that you can share the good news of salvation in Jesus with him or with her.

THE GOAL OF THE CAMEL METHOD:  It is critical that you understand the purpose and goal of the CAMEL method.  It is not to lead a Muslim to salvation in Christ.  It is only to find a man (or men) of peace.  Our purpose is to find those who want to know more about Jesus (Isa) so that we can take them to the Bible and show them the full truth about Jesus.  

We will use Surah 3:42-55 in the Koran to raise Jesus from “prophet” status to “savior” status.  After reading and explaining Sura 3:42-55, no Muslim can honesty say that Jesus was a mere prophet.  From the text of the Koran, it is clear that Jesus was more than a prophet.
THREE STEPS TO RAISING JESUS UP TO SAVIOR STATUS
1. Isa is Holy.
2. Isa has power even over death.
3. Isa knows the way to heaven and is the way.
Important point: Do not mention Mohammed as you discuss Surah 3:42-55.  Later, you will see what to say if those you are talking with bring up Mohammed.

 
 



CAMEL METHOD STEP BY STEP
OPENING STATEMENTS:
How to Begin:  After a friendly introduction, there are several possible ways to begin a fruitful discussion.  You can say:

“I have read an amazing truth in the Koran that has gives hope of eternal life in heaven.  Would you read Surah Al-Imran Surah 3:42-55 so we could talk about it?” 
Or you can say:

“The Koran says some very interesting things about Isa.  Could you read Surah Al-Imran 3:42-55 from your Koran so that we could talk about it?”

Or you can say:

“I speak to Christians and Muslims about peace and salvation.  May I show what I have found about peace and salvation in the Koran?  Could you please read Surah Al-Imran 3:42-55?”  

CAMEL METHOD EXPLAINED
Ask your Muslim friend to read Surah 3:42-47.  Then discuss with him/her what it says about Isa.  
I. ISA IS HOLY

     Holiness of Isa                             Koran, Surah 3

                                           42 And when the angels said: O Marium! surely Allah has chosen you and purified you and chosen you above the women of of the world.
43 O Marium! keep to obedience to your Lord and humble yourself, and bow down with those who bow. “ 

44 This is of the announcements relating to the unseen which We reveal to you; and you were not with them when they cast their pens (to decide) which of them should have Marium in his charge, and you were not with them when they contended one with another. 
45 When the angels said: O Marium, surely Allah gives you good news with a Word from Him (of one) whose name is the '. Messiah, Isa son of Marium, worthy of regard in this world and the hereafter and of those who are made near (to Allah)

46And he shall speak to the people when in the cradle and when of old age, and (he shall be) one of the good ones. 
Isa is righteous




47 She said: My Lord! when shall there be a son (born) to I me, and man has not touched me? He said: Even so, Allah creates what He pleases; when He has decreed a matter, He only says to it, Be, and it is.
What to say about these verses:
3:42-43 At a dark moment in the history of the world, Allah did something very unusual.  Allah spoke through an angel to a young virgin woman named Maryam.  He told her that He had chosen her for an unusual role.

3:44 The Koran says the angels cast lots to see who would be given the privilege to guard over Maryam during the time of this assignment that Allah had given her.

Muslims often call Jesus “Isa-Rohullah.” Why do we call ‘Isa by this name? The answer is in Al-Imran 3:45.

 

3:45 Allah said that He would put his Word into Maryam. “Word” is also the word for ‘breath’ or ‘spirit of Allah.’ (If necessary you can reference Koran 4:171 “… speak the truth; the Messiah, ‘Isa son of Maryam is only an apostle of Allah and his Word which He communicated to Maryam and a spirit from Him.”) So the Koran teaches us that ‘Isa Rohullah means “Jesus the Spirit of Allah.” Also commonly used is, “Isa Kalamtullah” which means “Jesus the Word of Allah.”  Allah’s Word” (Rohullah) would become flesh in the form of a baby. Allah told Maryam to name the baby ‘Isa Masih. Masih means, “The Anointed or Promised One”  Isa would be honored by all people in this world and forever in heaven.  Finally, Allah said that Isa would be one of those nearest to Himself.

3:46 Furthermore, Allah said that Isa would speak to the world, not only as an adult, but also from the cradle.  How could Isa speak to the world as a baby from the cradle?  There was something about Isa’s birth that is a testimony to the whole world!  Allah also said that Isa would be righteous.  Ask if Isa ever sinned.  They will agree with you that, indeed, Isa never sinned.  
3:47 Maryam was shocked by the news that Allah had given.  How could she have a baby?  No man had ever touched her.  But Allah explained to her that He could do anything He wanted.  All He has to do is say “Be!” and it is so.  

Al-Imran 3:59 says that ‘Isa is like Adam.  This is true, because both of these prophets were born without a father.

 

IMPORTANT QUESTION:  What is the significance of being born without an earthly father?” 
 

The answer is apparent when you realize that Adam, before he committed his sin in the garden and became evil, walked with God in the garden. Adam could walk and live with God because he did not have any sin. At first, Adam was righteous and holy , but once Adam committed sin by disobeying Allah, he and all of his descendants became unholy and could no longer live together with the holy God. 

NOTE:  Since Islam is a “works-based” religion, it is good to note that Adam and Eve were banned from the Garden and from the presence of God because of one single sin.  Explain what this means: that anyone who has committed only one sin has become a sinner and cannot go to heaven and live in the presence of God.  Trying to do enough good works to cover each and every sin committed is an impossible task.  Adam committed one sin and was cast out of God’s presence without any hope of returning there.

 

In the Koran Sura 20:121 we read: 

Then they (Adam and his wife) both ate of it, so their evil inclinations became manifest to them, and they both began to cover themselves with leaves of the garden, and Adam disobeyed his Lord, so his life became evil.”  

 

Now here is the point: Most certainly all of us are children of Adam, except one!   His name is ‘Isa Masih”. Not all Muslims will agree with the concept of sinfulness from birth, but most will admit that all have sinned.  

QUESTION:   If Isa was born without a father, can he inherit his father’s sinful nature?”  Answer: “No”.

The Koran has given me HOPE! Allah gave a Word to Maryam in the form of ‘Isa. He is a Word of Hope for the entire world. In the Koran Sura 21:91 we read: “And she (Maryam) guarded her chastity, so We breathed into her of Our spirit and made her and her son a sign for the nations.” 
 

TRANSITION STATEMENT:  Say, “Do you understand why I love to read the Koran? This discovery has enlightened me. But wait, there’s more…”
Ask your Muslim friend:   “Do you know of any other prophet who is as holy as Isa?

Then ask him/her to read Surah 3:48-54
II. ISA HAS POWER OVER DEATH

          Power of Isa                     Koran, Surah 3
48 And He will teach him the Book and the wisdom and the Tavrat and the Injeel.
     
49 And (make him) an apostle to the children of Israel: That I have come to you with a sign from your Lord, that I determine for you out of dust like the form of a bird, then I breathe into it and it becomes a bird with Allah's permission and I heal the blind and the leprous, and bring the dead to life with Allah's permission and I inform you of what you should eat and what you should store in your houses; most surely there is a sign in this for you, if you are believers. 
                                                50 And a verifier of that which is before me of the Taurat and that I may allow you part of that which has been forbidden t you, and I have come to you with a sign from your Lord therefore be careful of (your duty to) Allah and obey me.                                            
51 Surely Allah is my Lord and your Lord, therefore serve Him; this is the right path.

52 But when Isa perceived unbelief on their part, he said “Who will be my helpers in Allah's way?” The disciples said: We are helpers (in the way) of Allah: We believe in Allah and bear witness that we are submitting ones.
53 Our Lord! we believe in what Thou hast revealed and we follow the apostle, so write us down with those who bear witness. 


54 And they planned and Allah (also) planned, and Allah is the best of planners.
What to say about these verses:
3:49 Allah demonstrated His power through Isa.  The Koran says that the lepers were healed, the blind received their sight, and even the dead were raised to life again.

QUESTION:  What is our greatest enemy?   Answer: death!

Take the opportunity to drive home the fact that Isa has power over our greatest enemy.  No one overcomes death – but Isa did!

Once again, the Koran has flooded my soul with hope.  Isa had the power to raise the dead – POWER OVER DEATH!  This is amazing.  Before, I had thought that death was the strongest enemy in the world.  But the Koran says that Isa has been given power over death.  The world has been waiting for a prophet who could conquer our greatest and final enemy –death! 

NOTE: In Surah 10:94 the Koran speaks before Books/Scriptures (Kitabs) that were before:
And if thou (Mohammed) art in doubt as to what We reveal unto thee, then question those who have read the Scripture (that was) before thee.  Verily the Truth from thy Lord hath come unto thee.  So be not of the waverers. 
The Scriptures (Holy books/kitabs) that were before are the Taurat (Torah), l the Zabur (Psalms) and the Injil (Gospel).
3:50
Isa said that his life verified or confirmed what the prophets had spoken about him in the ‘Before Kitabs (Holy books).’ The old prophets spoke much about ‘Isa Masih. When I read the ‘Before Kitabs,’ I found over three hundred prophecies about ‘Isa spoken by the prophets. For example this one was written 758 years before the birth of ‘Isa; it says: “God himself shall give you a sign, ‘Behold a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name, Emanuel.’ In the original language, the name ‘Emanuel’ means, ‘God is with us.’”

 

3:51 Isa said that the Straight Path is to worship Allah alone.

 

3:52-53 In order to get all of the people of the world to worship Allah alone, Isa asked for some helpers. A small group of men (the disciples) came forward and said that they are Muslims and that they will help Isa. In addition, they said that they believe in Allah’s message and the Messenger (Isa) that He sent down (note that not all translations say, “that He sent down). Down from where?  Obviously, Isa was sent down from heaven.
NOTE:  The followers of Isa are called, “Muslims”.  Muslims believe that all of the Old Testament characters were Muslims.  You can introduce yourself as a “Muslim” or as a “Isahi Muslim”.  Isahi (Ee-sah-hee) means, “follower of Jesus”.  The purpose of introducing yourself to a Muslim as a Muslim is twofold:

1) It causes Muslims to ask, “What is an Isahi Muslim”?  This allows the opportunity to tell them that you have read in the Koran that the followers of Jesus were called “Muslims”.  “Can I show you in the Koran where I found this?”

2) Many Muslims like it when we identify ourselves with them.  

 

Ask your Muslim friend:   “Do you know of any other prophet who was as powerful as Isa?

Then ask him to read Surah 3:55

III. ISA KNOWS THE WAY TO HEAVEN

    Where Isa is now                       Koran, Surah 3

55 And when Allah said: O Isa, I am going to terminate the period of your stay (on earth) and cause you to ascend unto Me and purify you of those who disbelieve and make those who follow you above those who disbelieve to the day of resurrection; then to Me shall be your return, so l will decide between you concerning that in which you differed. 

What to say about this verse:
3:55  It is exciting to read from the Koran that those who follow Isa and do his work will be lifted above all the unbelievers in the world

At this point you will find this story helpful:

If I wanted to get from here to the capital city, who should I choose to help me?  Should I choose someone who has never been there or someone who knows the way and lives there now? 

According to the Koran, Isa came down from heaven and is in heaven today.  Therefore Isa knows the way and can help us get there.

CLOSING QUESTIONS:

Can this prophet, Isa, help you and me get to Allah?

Can Isa show you and me the way to eternal life with Allah in heaven?

 

Let’s Review What the Koran Says About Isa:
1) Isa was born without a father and therefore did not inherit   Adam’s sinful nature.

2) Allah put His Word and Spirit into Maryam.  Isa = God’s Word/Spirit.

3) From His childhood, Isa lived a righteous and holy life.

4) Allah gave Isa tremendous power to heal the sick and raise the dead to life.

5) Isa has power over our greatest enemy, death.

6) Allah Himself taught ‘Isa the Holy Kitabs (Books).

7) If anyone wants to know more about ‘Isa, they must read the Holy Kitabs – Torah, Zhabur, Injil (Old and New Testaments)

8) The men who helped ‘Isa in his ministry of telling the 

unbelievers to worship the one true God were called Muslims.’ 

9) Allah lifted Isa to Himself. He came from Allah and was

raised back to Allah.  So, Isa knows the way to Allah.

10) Muslims who join in Isa’s work will receive blessings from Allah and will be more blessed than the unbelievers in this world.

Before you go to use the Camel Method:

 

1.   Before you go pray!

Pray in faith expecting results.  Realize that God is already at work in this community and that there are already ‘men of peace’ who are open to the good news of His Gospel.

 

2.   Before you go remember these things:

· It’s better that you not walk into a conversation with a copy of the Koran; you’re only likely to offend Muslims. Instead, ask them to open their Koran and read the passages in question. This will draw them into the conversation while preventing you from offending them. 

· In your encounter with Muslims, it is better to ask questions and draw the truth out of them than to preach the truth at them. There is not enough light in the Koran to bring them to salvation, but there are enough flickers of truth to draw out God’s man of peace from among them.

 

· As long as you stay within the Koran and ask questions, they can’t blame or attack you for teaching Christianity. However, once you have drawn out the man of peace, you will be able to leave the Koran behind and teach the Word of God.

 

· There is a Koranic passage that can serve as a bridge between Muslims with Christians.  It is Surah 5:82-83, called “The Table Spread Surah:  “…And thou wilt find the nearest of them in affection to those who believe (to be) those who say: Lo! We are Christians. That is because there are among them priests and monks, and because they are not proud. When they listen to that which hath been revealed unto the messenger, thou seest their eyes overflow with tears because of their recognition of the Truth. They say: Our Lord, we believe. Inscribe us as among the witnesses.”  While Mohammed’s estimation of willingness of Christians to receive his message may have been overly optimistic, it does lay a foundation for positive relations upon which you can build.

 

3.   Before you go make some vocabulary changes:

 

If you want to communicate with Muslims, you’ll need to adopt language that they will understand. Here are some of the basic terms that are common to Muslims with their equivalents in English.

        
          Jesus = “Isa”                                       Bible - see below

God = “Allah”


New Testament = “Injil”
Church = “Jamat”


Old Testament = “Taurat”





Psalms = “Zhabur”

Chapter = “Surah” - Each chapter of the Koran has its own name;   chapter three, for instance, is called Al-Imran.  An individual verse is called an “ayat”

 4.   Before you go you should know: 

When you mention the Koran, you should be aware that Muslims believe the only true Koran is the Koran that is in Arabic. They believe that any translation of the Koran is a paraphrase or deviation from the original. Some may use this to discount your claim to have read the Koran. Should this happen, you might try the following:

 

First say this:

“I want to give special thanks to King Fahd of Saudi Arabia and the Islamic Foundation for directing that the Koran be translated into local languages all over the world for clear understanding.”
 

Then offer the following story:

The American owner of a garment factory in an Asian country received a new order, so he wrote a letter in English to the factory workers telling them that they should stop making red shirts.  The letter stated, “Beginning Monday, the factory will cease from making red shirts and begin making yellow shirts. If successful in making this transition, each factory worker would receive a bonus at the end of the month. The Asian office manager related to the factory workers on behalf of the American owner because he could speak, read, and write both the local language and English fluently.  On Friday, the office manager gathered all of the factory workers in a room for a meeting.  He placed the letter on the table in front of the workers. The workers were happy to receive the letter from the American owner.  They were very excited and proud that he had written them a letter.  Seeing that all the workers were happy and without saying a word,  the office manager returned to his office.  On Monday, the factory continued to make red shirts.  At the end of the month, the warehouse was full of red shirts ready to be shipped.  When the American factory owner came for inspection, he discovered a warehouse full of red shirts. He burned with anger.  The office manager was immediately fired.  The factory workers, instead of receiving a bonus, received a reduction in their salary. 

Then say this:

“How fortunate we are that King Fahd has paid to have the Koran translated into all the languages of the world. In order to know what God wants us to do and believe, we must not just hear what He says, we must understand what He says!”

Most will certainly agree. This story should prepare the way for your Muslim friends to read the Koran in a local or English language translation.
THE BIG QUESTION

The number one question that I have been asked by Muslims is, “Who do you say Muhammad is?”  An answer to this question that belittles Muhammad can be detrimental.  Muslims feel a strong sense of obligation to protect Muhammad’s honor.  Below, I have provided a suggested answer to this excitable question.

Who do you say Muhammad is?

Answer: “I say Mohammed is who he said he was in the Koran.  Let’s look at Banning, Surah 46:9 to see what Mohammed said about himself.”

Surah 46:9   “I am nothing new among the Prophets; what will happen to me and to my followers, I do not know; I am only a plain warner.”

Take the time to point the three 3 Parts to this verse:
1.   He is not any different from the prophets before him.  He is not the greatest.

2.   He does not know where he or his followers are going. 

3.   He is only a warner.

Using the Bible with Muslims

 

We don’t use the Koran for presenting the Gospel. But here are a couple of verses from the Koran to help your Muslim friends to understand that Allah’s Truth is perfectly revealed in the “Scriptures that came before (the Koran).”  First look at Surah 10:94

 

And if you (Mohammed) are in doubt concerning that which We reveal unto you, then question those who read the Scripture (that was) before you. Verily the Truth from thy Lord hath come unto you. So be not of the waverers.
 

Allah tells Mohammed, if you have doubts, you should question “those who read the Scripture that was before you,” because the Truth is found in those Scriptures. He urges Mohammed not to be among the waverers.

 


Be sure to point out that the Taurat and Injil that you are sharing with your friend has been translated from their original languages and from the oldest manuscripts in existence.

 

Then, ask your friend to read in the Koran, Surah 4:136:

O you who believe!  Believe in Allah and His messenger and the Scripture which He has revealed unto His messenger, and the Scripture which He revealed aforetime. Whosoever disbelieves in Allah and His angels and His Scriptures and His messengers and the Last day he verily has wandered far astray

If your friend asks, Where does it say that the Taurat and the Injil are the “before Scriptures”, ask him to read The Table Spread, Surah 5:65-66. 

If only the People of the Scripture (the Jews – see verse 64) would believe and ward off evil, we would remit their sins from them and surely We would bring them into Gardens of Delight.  If they had observed the Taurat (Torah) and the Injil (Gospel) and that which was revealed unto them by their Lord, then they would have been nourished from above them and from beneath their feet.
 

It is common for Muslims to allege that the Scriptures “that came before”, which are the Old and New Testaments, have been changed and corrupted and are therefore unreliable. If this issue arises, refer them to their Koran, the Cattle Surah 6:115-116 which reads: 

 

…Those unto whom We gave the Scripture (aforetime) know that it is revealed from your Lord in truth. So be not (O Mohammed) of the waverers.  Perfected is the Word of the Lord in truth and justice. There is nothing that can change His words. He is the Hearer, the Knower.
 

So, Allah has assured Mohammed that the Scripture (prior to the Koran) was given by Him.  It is perfect and no one can change it.

You can also tell your Muslim friends that when Mohammed received the “before Scriptures”, he was satisfied that they were uncorrupted. Say, “Maybe they were corrupted sometime between the time of Mohammed and present day.  Therefore, we should use a translation of the Bible that is based on manuscripts from the time before Mohammed. The translation of the Bible that I have comes from manuscripts that were in existence before the time of Mohammed.” (Make sure that you are not using a paraphrase of the Bible.  You should use a Bible that was translated from the earliest manuscripts).
 

Once you have drawn out God’s man (or woman) of peace, you should shift completely from the Koran to the Bible. As you have seen, the Koran makes an effective bridge for Muslims to the Gospel, but you don’t want to camp on the bridge!  Once you have crossed the bridge leave it and move on.
Four “OUT-Standing” 

CPM PRINCIPLES

Speak out

When I speak to someone who does not speak my language, I must have a translator or he will simply not understand me.  So we must speak to Muslims in terms that they understand and can relate to. If I use the term “Christian” to a Muslim he does not hear me say “a true follower of Jesus”. But rather, he hears me say “someone from a western culture”.  His understanding of a Christian is of someone who is ungodly and immoral!  But if I use the term “a follower of Isa”, I can explain to him what someone who believes in Jesus is like without having to overcome the cultural barriers of the term “Christian”.  Try to use terms that they can relate to.  Use “friendly Musilmani” language such as:
Isa = Jesus

Korbani = sacrifice

Allah = God

Toraut, Zabur = Old Testament

Nobi = Prophet

Injil = New Testament
Goonah = sin

Dua = prayer


Jamat = church

Act out

The apostle Paul said, “To the Jew, I am a Jew; to the Greek, I am a Greek”.  Where it did not violate his conscience or affect the truth of the Gospel, Paul simply conformed his behavior to the people he was ministering to.  To use a modern term he became “culturally appropriate” wherever he could in order to be able to communicate the truth of the Gospel.  For example, when Muslims pray, they lift their hands in front of them with their palms facing upward.  If a Christian prays in this manner before eating a meal, the cause of the Gospel is Muslim and Christian closer together.  It should be noted that extreme contextualization (C5,C6) is not necessary.

What are some other ways you might adapt to Muslims in order to be able to build a bridge to share the Gospel?
Keep out

Do not bring new Muslim background believer (MBBs) into existing traditional churches.  It is not that we do not want to be around them, but when we pull them into a traditional church we pull them out of their cultural setting and often cause them to be rejected by their family and friends.  Among these very family and friends is where a CPM must start.  We should rather plant new culturally-friendly jamats.  
Also, unfortunately, there are also those in traditional churches who do not want to see large numbers of Muslims come to Christ, for various reasons (fear, loss of influence, cultural differences, etc.), thus making a large harvest among Muslims virtually impossible.

Send out 

There is an old proverb that states, “As the root goes, so goes the tree.”  If the first MBB’s that come to faith in Christ are trained to go out and take the Gospel to their family and friends, then they will train the ones they reach to go out and take the Gospel to their family and friends.  Thus, churches will be planted that naturally think that they should plant other new churches. 

So, the pattern is established in that very first generation of believers.  We must take those very first MBBs and teach them what we have learned about “what to say” and “who to say it to” and make them accountable to witness to their family and friends, using the Koran as a bridge.  Then we can teach them how to teach the same things to the ones they bring to Christ.  Only then will we have established the root from which the tree of a CPM will grow.  
What Do You Do With the Man of Peace?

As we have already seen, very rarely will a Muslim be ready to receive Jesus after his first encounter with the truth about Him.  But, we have also seen that once you find a man of peace you stay with Him and work with him until he comes to faith in Christ.  How do you do that?

Read Luke 24:27  And beginning at Moses and all the prophets, He (Jesus) explained to them in all the Scriptures the things concerning Himself.
Question: How did Jesus lead the two men to saving faith in Him?
We can do the same thing Jesus did!  Once you have brought him to the Bible, begin to teach him from the Scriptures of the penalty of sin and the need of a Savior, which is the Lord Jesus Christ.  Begin with Adam and take him through to Jesus.  In Appendix 2 seven stories called The Seven Nabis (Prophets) are included.  These are some stories in the Bible that you could use to explain the problem of sin and the need of Christ as Savior.  Also, you will find in this same Appendix, the Korbani (sacrifice) Plan of Salvation.  Again, this is simply one suggested way of how you might explain to a Muslim, in a way that he will understand, the need of receiving Christ as Savior.
Read Luke 24:45-47 And He opened their understanding, that they might comprehend the Scriptures.  Then He said to them, “Thus it is written, and thus it was necessary for the Christ to suffer and to rise the third day, and that repentance and remission (forgiveness) of sins would be preached in His Name to all nations.
Question: What did Jesus do for His disciples?

As you open the Bible and speak to the man of peace, expect God to open His eyes to see his need of Jesus as Savior.  At the same time expect God to open his eyes to the need to proclaim Jesus to others.
Then you must disciple him.  There are two things you must teach him once he has trusted in Jesus.  You must teach him some basic truths about his new life in Christ.  There are some suggested lessons in Appendix 3.  Also, you must teach him to reach out to other Muslims.  How does he do that?  In the same you reached him.  Teach him to use the Camel Method beginning with his family and friends.
What Do You Do with the Man of Peace?

As we have already seen, very rarely will a Muslim be ready to receive Jesus after his first encounter with the truth about Him.  We have also seen that once you find a man of peace you stay with him and work with him until he comes to faith in Jesus.  How do you do that?

Read Luke 24:27.  And beginning at Moses and all the prophets, He (Jesus) explained to them the things concerning Himself.

Question:  How did Jesus lead the two men to saving faith in Him?

We can do the same thing Jesus did!  Once you have brought him to the Bible, begin to teach him, from the Scriptures, about the penalty of sin and the need of a Savior - the Lord Jesus Christ.

Read Luke 24:45-57.  And He opened their understanding, that they might comprehend the Scriptures.  Then He said to them. “Thus it is written and thus it was necessary for the Christ to suffer and to rise the third day, and that repentance and remission (forgiveness) of sins would be preached in His name to all nations.

As you open the Bible and speak to the man of peace, pray for and expect his understanding to be opened.  

For the weapons of our warfare are not fleshly but mighty in God for pulling down strongholds, casting down arguments and every high thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of God, bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ.                      II Corinthians 10:4-6

Suggested Story List

The following is a list of Bible stories that can point out to the man of peace his need of Jesus as His Savior.  
1.  Adam and Eve (Genesis 2:1-3:24)
Important points:

· Adam was in perfect relationship with God in the Garden
He saw God, talked with God and knew what God was like.

· God commanded Adam not to eat of the fruit of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.  God told him that in the day that he ate from it he would die.
· Satan tempted Eve and she ate of the forbidden fruit and she offered it to Adam and he ate of it also.  Immediately they felt shame, tried to cover their nakedness and hid from God.
· Adam and Eve did not die physically that day.  However they were cast out of the Garden and separated from God that day.  In Romans 3:23, the Bible tells us that the penalty of sin is death.  Death means separation from God who is our life.  Physical death entered the world because of sin, but the primary penalty of sin is that it separates us from God.
· Adam and Eve’s attempt to cover their shame was useless.  But God killed an animal and covered them in animal skin. 
Summary:  Sin produces death.  Death means separation from God who is our life.

2.  Cain and Abel    Genesis chapters 1-16

Important points:

· Cain and Abel brought offerings/sacrifices before the Lord.  Cain was a farmer so he brought produce from his fields.  Abel was a shepherd so he brought an animal sacrifice.
· God was pleased with Abel’s sacrifice which was a blood sacrifice.   He was not pleased with Cain’s bloodless offering.
God showed that He required a blood sacrifice. 
· Rather than learn from this experience what kind of offering God required, Cain became jealous and killed his brother.
· Cain’s sin and rebellion caused him to be driven even further from the presence of the Lord.  
Summary:  The blood sacrifice that Abel brought established the requirement of a blood sacrifice until the coming of Jesus, (see Hebrews 11:24) Sin brings death which is separation from God.
3.  Noah    Genesis chapters 6-8

Important points:

· Once man was separated from the presence of God, satan began to flood the earth with false ideas about who God is and what He requires of man.  (see John 8:44 and Revelation 12:9)  The wickedness of man became so great that God decided to destroy mankind from off the earth.  
· God chose to spare Noah and his family because Noah was a just man.  

· God told Noah to build an ark (a huge box that would float) because He was going to destroy the inhabitants of earth by a flood.

· Noah obeyed God and built the ark. 

· When God flooded the earth, Noah and his family were lifted by the ark above the watery judgment of God against wicked and unbelieving mankind.

Summary:  Sin brings judgment and death.  Those who believe God and apply his appointed means of deliverance will be saved from God’s judgment upon sin.

4.  Abraham    Genesis chapters 12-25
Important points:

· To counter the false ideas about God that satan had flooded the world with, God chose to raise up a people through whom He would reveal what He is like and what He requires of man. 
· As the father of His people, God chose Abraham.
· God told Abraham that he would give him multitudes of physical descendants and through his descendants; God would bless all the families of the earth.  So Abraham believed God and followed Him to the land of Canaan.
· Abraham and his wife Sarah had gotten very old (physically too old to have a child) and they still had no child through whom God could give Abraham many descendants.  But one night, God took Abraham outside and showed him the stars in the sky and told him that the number of his descendants would be like the stars.  Abraham believed God and it was counted unto him for righteousness.
· When Abraham was 100 years old, God gave him a son named Isaac.  This was the son that God had promised.
· Later, God commanded Abraham to go and offer Isaac as a sacrifice to God.  Abraham obeyed God, but before he could put the knife to Isaac the Angel of the Lord stopped him.  Instead of Isaac, God provided a ram for the sacrifice.
Summary:  God wants us to know what He is like and what he requires of us.  In Abraham we see that right standing before God requires faith. (see Romans 4:1-5)  Also we see that God would not allow Abraham to offer his son as a sacrifice.  God provided a substitute.  But one day God would offer His Son Who would be the substitute for all people of faith.  (see John 3:16)

5.  Moses    Exodus chapters 12-20
Important points:

· God’s people were sent to Egypt.  They were treated kindly there at first, but later they were made to be slaves and were treated harshly.  
· God raised up Moses to deliver His people from their bondage in Egypt.
· At Moses’ command, nine terrible plagues came on Egypt, but Pharaoh would not let God’s people go.  
· God sent one final plague on Egypt – the first born of every creature was to die.  Go told his people that they were to sacrifice a lamb and splatter its blood on the doorposts of their houses.  God would pass over the houses of those who believed Him and applied the lamb’s blood and the firstborn there would not die, but live.  
· Through this last plague God delivered His people and caused them to pass from Egypt, through the Red Sea and into the wilderness.
· God took His people to Mount Sanai and there he gave them His Law.  The purpose of His Law was to reveal His righteousness and what He required of mankind.
· Immediately after God gave Moses His commandments, he told Moses to build an altar so that when the people sinned they might bring a blood sacrifice as an offering for sin.
· For the next 1500 years, until Jesus came, every day, the people of Israel saw the penalty of sin – death!
· Those who would be in right standing before God had to bring the offering that God required for their sin.
Summary:  In the very fabric of the existence of His people, Israel, God wove the picture of the blood sacrifice.  The Passover feast that celebrated their deliverance from bondage reminded them of the lamb that died and became the substitute for them.  The constant sacrifices for sin reminded them of the penalty of sin which was death and the animals which became the substitute for them.  Those who would be in right standing before God and have their sins forgiven had to offer the proper sacrifice. 

6.  David    I Samuel 16-17 and II Samuel 5-7

Important points:

· God chose David to be king of His people Israel, because David was a man after God’s own heart.
· God enabled David to defeat Goliath and to do many other mighty feats to lift David up in the eyes of the people.
· God told David that his throne (rule, authority) would be an everlasting throne. ( II Samuel 7:12-13 and Psalms 89:3-4)
Summary:  The Messiah or Deliverer that was to come to God’s people would be a descendant of David.  He would be the King of kings and the Lord of lords.

7.  Jesus    Matthew, Mark, Luke and John

Important points:

· John the Baptist came to God’s people telling them the Messiah that God had promised was coming and the Kingdom of God was at hand.  
· When Jesus came to John to be baptized, John looked at Him and said, “Behold the Lamb of God that takes away the sin of the world”.  Remember that God’s people had a picture burned in their minds which is this:  sin produces death, which is separation from God - God provides a substitute which is a blood sacrifice - Those who believe God and offer the proper offering are restored to right standing before God.  So when John said the Lamb of God they knew he meant a sacrifice.  But this one, John proclaimed could take away the sin of the whole world!
· Jesus taught the people the truth of God.  In Matthew chapter five he taught us that sin is not just our outward actions, but also the thought and intents of our hearts.  Just as God told Samuel when he looked at David:  “The Lord looks at the heart.”  
· Jesus lived a sinless life (Hebrews 4:15) Therefore He did not owe the penalty of sin (Romans 6:23) that every descendant of Adam owes.
· Jesus said the He came to pay the penalty of sin.  He said, “The Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life as a ransom for many.”  (Mark 10:45)
· When Jesus died on the cross, he was not dying to pay for His sin, but for our sin.  Right before he died, he said, “It is finished.”  (John 19:30)  In the original language of the New Testament this phrase translated “it is finished” was one word.  It was written on a bill when the final payment was made.  It meant literally “paid in full”.  Jesus was saying that as He died our sin debt was paid in full.
· God confirmed that Jesus had indeed paid our penalty for sin by raising Him from the dead.  (see Romans 1:4 and Acts 17:31)
Summary:  Jesus came to be the sacrifice for our sins.  Jesus told us that He was going to die for our sins.  Then He died for us and God confirmed that He had accepted the sacrifice of Jesus for the penalty of sin by raising Him from the dead.

At this point you should be ready to confront your Muslim friend with His need to receive Jesus as Savior.   Here are some verses you can use with him: 

And He (Jesus) said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the Gospel to every creature.  He who believes and is baptized shall be saved; but he who does not believe shall be condemned.”                                  Mark 16:15-16

As many as received Him (Jesus), to them He gave the right to become children of God, to those who believe in His name.                      John 1:12
For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son that whosoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.            John 3:16

If you confess with you mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you shall be saved.            Romans 10:9
Also you can use the “Korbani plan of salvation”.  This is found on pages 52 through 56.




NOW WHAT?
WHAT TO SAY?

Now you have some tools that you can use to reach out to Muslims.  You have learned what to say:

“I have read an amazing truth in the Koran that has given hope of eternal life.  Will you read Surah 3:42-55 so that we could talk about it.

WHO TO SAY IT TO?

Now, who do you say it to?  Using the Camel Method you can begin a conversation with a Muslim or group of Muslims almost anywhere.  As you go through Surah 3:42-55, keep your spiritual eyes open.  God will be working in the heart of someone there.  I might not be the person you are speaking to.  Someone around in the group that has gathered to hear may be the one God is at work in. 
HOW TO BEGIN REACHING OUT 

1.  Get a partner.  

Jesus sent His disciples out two by two.  First get a partner who has the same desire to reach out to Muslims.  Make an appointment to go together to speak to some Muslims that you know or to go to a place where Muslims gather (Mosques, shops, village centers etc.)   This is critical.  If you do not determine to use this Camel method, plan a time to do it, and partner with someone to do it with you, you will probably never use it.

2.  Make a list.

· Make a list of 10 Muslims you know.  If you don’t know any Muslims, then make a list of some places where Muslims might gather.  

· Choose 3 from the list.
​​​

10 Muslims or places

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3 Muslims or places

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3.  Go and do it.

· Set a time to share the Camel method with the three people, or at the three places.

· Begin to work with any men of peace you find.

· Keep an active list of 3 people with whom to share the Camel method.
HOW TO WORK TOWARD A CPM

Take those Muslims who come to faith in Christ and teach them these things that you have learned:

You therefore, my son, be strong in the grace that is in the Christ Jesus, and the things that you have heard from me among many witnesses, commit (teach) these to faithful men who will be able to teach others also. – II Timothy 
 APPENDIX 1
Islam Today

If you were to step back and see the world from God’s viewpoint, we can see that SOMETHING new is happening in Islam and to Muslims.  (Acts of terrorism are not to be credited to the hand of God.  These acts are viewed as indicators that Islam’s foundation is cracking.)

1. SPOTLIGHT.  Due to 9/11 and more recent events, Islam is on the world's mind. People have great concern and fears of Islam.   The religion that propagates itself as a religion of peace is in the spotlight and under the microscope and the world is waiting for an answer.   When light penetrates darkness, those living therein are exposed.  The days of living comfortably and quietly in the darkness are over.
Personal observation.  Before September 11, 2001, I speculated that Islam or anything related to Islam was rarely on the minds of non-Islamic people around the world.  After September 11, 2001, thoughts of Islam and Islamic figures frequently pass through the minds of most non-Islamic people.  The articles below deal only with the U.S. mindset, not the world’s thinking about Islam.  
The Advertiser, Lafayette, LA

	Local activist sees greater interest in Islam 

	Gannett News Sevice 



	September 11, 2003
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Hesham Tillawi sits at his place of work Wednesday.

LAFAYETTE — Hesham Tillawi said that Muslims in the United States are better off today than they were two years ago.

“Back in 2001, people did not know much about the Muslim religion. They thought it was something from outer space, he said, “but now, people are more familiar with what Islam is all about.”


http://www.insnews.org/world/focus/1102/students.islam.us.htm

US Students Interest in Islam Surges

Washington, Nov. 10 2002 (VOA News) -- It's a Tuesday afternoon at Georgetown University in Washington, D.C. One by one, students are filing into Maysam al Faruqi's introductory class on Islam. Professor Faruqi is a part of the university's theology department, and her course approaches the religion from that perspective. She's here to teach her students about Islam's core beliefs. She is not here to talk about terrorism. Sept. 11 events top religion stories in 2001

By RICHARD VARA
Houston Chronicle Religion Editor

“Ranked seventh in the polling was the increased interest Americans took in Islam, Islamic fundamentalism and related topics. Books, courses and the Quran became very popular. “

http://www.intervarsity.org/ism/article_item.php?article_id=434
From:  THE CHRISTIAN RESPONSE TO ISLAM IN AMERICA POST 9/11

A Paper Presented at the Evangelical Missiological Society, South-Central Spring Regional Conference, Dallas Theological Seminary, March 9, 2002

Interest in learning more about Islam.  The majority of Christians surveyed (65%) indicated an “increase” in interest in understanding more about Islam, 34% said that their interest has “remained the same as before 9/11”, while .7% expressed a “decreased” interest and .3% had no answer.  Both males and females held equal interest levels: 

http://www.pakistanlink.com/Asma/12072001.html
[Franklin] Graham’s rhetoric comes at a time when American interest in Islam is at an all-time high….

2. CLOUD of SHAME. Terrorism and Islam are becoming synonymous. Shame has fallen upon the majority of Muslims who are peace-loving people.  Muslims are saying, "If Osama and Saddam are Islamic figureheads, then something is wrong with my religion."  These acts of terror are revealing the cracks in the foundation of Islam.  Once on the offensive, Islam is now on the defense.
Personal observation
3. NO BORDERS.  Many Islamic countries, once thought to be closed to missionaries, are being infiltrated with missionaries.  What was beyond imagination just a few years ago is now reality.  Afghanistan and Iraq are now open for increased Gospel seed sowing.
Missionaries are able to move into Iraq and Afghanistan.  

 http://www.dawnbible.com/2003/0310-hl.htm  (October 2003)

“… the recent entry of evangelical missionaries into Afghanistan and Iraq on the heels of American troops….”

 4. REFORMATION.  Islam is going through its own Reformation. King Fahd of Saudi Arabia has commissioned the Koran to be translated from Arabic into every language. With the lay people reading the Koran in their own language, the lies of the Imams are being exposed. The foundation of the priesthood is severely damaged.  Moreover, Muslims are discovering that the Hadiths (Islamic commentaries on the Koran) do not match up with the Koran.  A national Bangladesh newspaper (May 1999) reported that in a district in Bangladesh, Muslims, under the leadership of their Imam, threw their Korans into the river.  (Later it was discovered that there were 5000 Muslims that participated in this act.  Their Korans were replaced with Bibles.)

Personal observation and conclusion.  The newspaper report a member of the Bangladesh parliament about Muslims throwing their Korans away sparked this notion.  King Fahd has his own King Fahd printing press in Saudi.  For each translation, the King puts his seal in the front of the Koran.  Muslims in South Asia are slowly beginning to understand what their Imam has been telling them is not what the Koran actually says.  Example, some Muslims are astonished to find out that the Koran does not say that it was Ishmael that was taken up on the mountain to be sacrificed by Abraham.

5000 Muslims throw their Korans into the River

A South Asian newspaper, May 1999, reported that a Member of Parliament who addressed the national assembly said, “What is happening to our religion, Muslims in the capital city are throwing their Korans into the dumpsters and in _____________ district (name not mentioned for security reasons) Muslims with their Imam are throwing their Korans into the river.”  The second event mentioned was investigated by Steve Peace, pastor in Texas.  When Steve visited the village where the event of throwing their Korans into the river took place, he confirmed the story to be factual.  The Imam (pastor of the mosque) had declared to the people that the Koran has not benefited them in anyway.  Steve’s church quickly replaced the Korans with the Bible.

 
Islam is experiencing their own Reformation.  From the inception of the Islamic religion, the Koran has remained in Arabic script.  Recently though, the king of Saudi Arabia, King Fahad, has commissioned the Koran to be translated into all languages.  As a result, Muslim laymen are reading the Koran in their heart language and discovering that what their Imams have been teaching them is not aligned with the Koran.  They are also discovering sufficient verses in the Koran that exalt Jesus to be the most revered prophet if not more than a prophet.  

Today, the largest church planting movement among Muslims is taking place in this South Asian country.  Church Planters and Evangelists are seeing an average of 160 Muslims baptized daily as a result of showing Jesus from the Koran.  Al-Imran 3:42-55 reveals Jesus’ incarnation, righteousness, power over disease and death, and position at the side of God in heaven.  Muslims have never seen a prophet like this, thus causing them to realize that Jesus must be more than a prophet.  The Koran is only being used as a bridge to the Gospel.  On the average, Muslims who discover Jesus as Savior, discard their Korans within two weeks.

www.islamicdatacenter.com
Provides links to Q translated into at least 27 languages 

http://quranm.hypermart.net/
At least 35 translations

http://www.qurancomplex.com/
(related to King Fahd) Multilingual Web Site in Arabic, English, French, Indonesian, Urdu, Hausa and Spanish. It contains Fatwas about related to Qur'an, Memorizations, Qur'an Translation, and Tafsirs.

http://www.ascensionbalhamhill.org.uk/Resources/sermons/factorfiction%20bible.htm

The Koran has been translated into 128 different languages.
http://www.kingfahdbinabdulaziz.com/main/m600.htm
	Provision of copies of the Holy Quran 

	In the Holy City of Madinah stands the King Fahd Complex for Printing the Holy Quran. The Complex is a unique publishing venture. It was opened by King Fahd in 1984 with the aim of printing and distributing copies of the Holy Quran to as wide an audience as possible. It produces the Holy Quran in Arabic and, in translation, in many other languages. It produces the Holy Book as a whole and in sections. When operating a single-shift system, the Complex is able to produce 10 million copies of the Holy Quran each year. On a three-shift operation, the Complex is able to produce 30 million copies. 

Since its inauguration, the Complex has produced more than 60 editions, amongst them copies of the Holy Quran in full, sections of the Holy Quran, translations of the Holy Quran, recordings of verses of the Holy Quran, books on the prophetic tradition and biographies of the Prophet Muhammad, peace be upon him. The Complex has translated the Meanings of the Holy Quran into more than twenty languages, including Bengali, Bosnian, Chinese, English, French, Korean, Somali, Thai, Turkish and Urdu. Translations of the Meanings of the Holy Quran into many other languages are under way.


http://www.saudiembassy.net/press_release/01-spa/06-18-Islam2.htm

June 18, 2001

Minister of Islamic Affairs, Endowments, Call and Guidance Shaikh Salih Al-AshShaikh has announced that the King Fahd Printing Complex in Madinah will publish a translation of the Holy Qur'an in Hebrew. He explained that the decision had been taken following information that Israel had printed and distributed a distorted Hebrew translation of the Holy Qur'an that contains falsifications and lies against Islam.

5. LAST TWO DECADES.  More Muslims have come to Christ in the last two decades than at any other time in Islamic history.  Each year 2.7 million Muslims (correction) cross over to Christianity.

Quoted from D. Garrison’s new CPM book, not yet published.

Please note correction.  Mission frontiers does not state that 2.7 million Muslims come to Christ each year, actually, it states, “2.7 million people convert to Christianity each year.”  It further states that 900,000 people convert to Islam each year.
IAM Update, November 16, 2003-Ali Sina article

Dear IAM Partners,

A mbb colleague pointed out this article which can be found at: http://www.faithfreedom.org/oped/sina31103.htm
I thought you would find it interesting and worth yarping about. A similar phenomena seems to be happening with the IAMs and PAMs and needs your continued intercession. It gives quite a different slant from what we usually hear from the competition. In Him, Ray R.

Islam in Fast Demise

In Africa Alone Everyday, 16,000 Muslims Leave Islam

By Ali Sina

6. ABUNDANT TOOLS.  Missionaries and local harvest forces are recognizing that God has provided abundant and effective tools for Muslim evangelism.  In many Muslim countries, the Koran is being used by missionaries and Muslim background believers as the number one tool for winning Muslims to Christ. Muslim-friendly Bibles and tracts, Jesus Film (Muslim languages), radio ministries targeting Muslims, cassette distributions are among a few of the abundant tools being used today to reach Muslims for Christ.  Ten to twenty years ago, many of these tools were in short supply or non-existent.
From the Best Practices meeting (Feb 2003, Chiang Mai), it was learned that the majority of missionaries working with Muslims use to some degree the Koran as a bridge.  The increase of evangelistic tools for working with Muslims is a personal observation.

7. INCREASING MISSIONARY FORCE.  In the mid-seventies, only 2% of missions around the world had missionaries working among Muslims.  Today, that percentage is much higher.  Between 1982 and 2001, missionaries working with Muslims have nearly doubled from an estimated 15,000 to somewhere in excess of 27,000.
This was first discovered from the Luasanne Conference report. J. B. (IMB) tipped me off to this, see his e-mail below:
(from J. B.)

Evidences that God is at work in the Islamic World in a special way. It seems to have begun in 1978, this movement of God into the Muslim world. It was at this time that the Glen Eyrie report on Muslim Evangelism to the Lausanne Committee for World Evangelism was given. Mission agencies around the globe began to really take stock of the 10/40 window and to commit to remedy past failures to enter in where the ground was the hardest and where the enemy had so much control. It was with great shame that evangelicals realized that only 2% of missionaries entered the Muslim world and that the methods used to reach them reflected a non-viable and largely culturally inappropriate approach. 

A determination was made to begin to pray and plan for reaching this one sixth of the world's population. It was about this time that Open Doors, Brother Andrew's ministry out of Holland began their outreach to the Middle East. The story is told of Brother Andrew's supposed retirement party when, Instead of announcing his retirement informed those gathered that God had laid a new "curtain" before him. Instead of the Iron Curtain, God was calling him to take on the "Islamic Curtain." As ministries and individuals began to be aware and to pray for the 10/40 window and those behind the Islamic Curtain God began doing what He tells us in Luke 10:2. As Jesus was getting ready to send out the seventy to preach he gave them the very first order of business. The first thing they were to do, before anything else, was to recognize that the harvest was plentiful but workers were needed so they were to pray that the Lord of the harvest would send forth workers into the harvest. God began to call out workers into the harvest. In many sending agencies, unprecedented numbers of men and women began to respond to God's call to go to the hard places, especially to the Muslim world. 

Church members became informed about how many Muslims lived in the shadow of Islam and how many workers and resources were needed. They began to pray. 

As prayer and the Gospel was introduced into the Islamic world, the powers of darkness have begun to resist. Many believe that September 11th was not so much an attack on America but a knee-jerk reaction of the powers of darkness against the army of light.

Since September 11th, the president of the Islamic American Association issued a statement to his constituency that Muslims should prepare to have "open houses" for Jews and Christians at their mosques to help alleviate a public relations nightmare and that regular Muslims should visit churches and synagogues to alleviate fears. I have been consistently welcomed into mosques and have seen how public opinion has forced Muslim leaders to engage Christians in dialogue. Privately, people that have joined me in praying for and being trained to talk to Muslims have shared how many Muslims are seeking them out for support. They are much more open and needful of friendships with non-Muslims. Some of this is most certainly out of fear of reprisal and the human need for acceptance but the scripture does say that fear will be a motivating factor in many conversions. Dreams seem to have been consistent with Jesus speaking to Muslims. My research indicates that dreams are the 2nd most common way that Jesus introduces Himself to them. The first way is a Christian being willing to help a Muslim in need. 

Most of this research is anecdotal and comes from observation and questioning many Muslims and Muslim converts.

Interestingly, the churches where I have seen the most enthusiasm for Muslim evangelism is among Indian background believers living in the United States.
http://www.dawnbible.com/2003/0310-hl.htm  (October 2003)

Figures from the Center for the Study of Global Christianity at Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary in South Hamilton, Massachusetts, suggest that the number of missionaries to Islamic countries nearly doubled between 1982 and 2001—from more than 15,000 to somewhere in excess of 27,000. Approximately 1 out of every 2 is American, and 1 out of every 3 is Evangelical. Says George Braswell Jr., a missions professor at the Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary, ‘We’re having more now than probably ever before go out to people like Muslims.’ Sept. 11 appears only to have fueled the impulse.
8. B2J. God has placed Islam on the hearts and minds of the church planting movements taking place in China.  These movements claim that the Gospel originated in Jerusalem and eventually made its way to China.  Now it’s time to take it back to Jerusalem, thus the name, B2J (Back to Jerusalem). But standing between them and Jerusalem are 1 billion Muslims.   Their goal is to establish CPMs among Muslim people groups. One leader in the movement recently said, “The reason God has allowed us to face severe persecution in our country is only for practice…He is making us ready for the Muslim world.”
This year, John and myself traveled to China and met with D.  He linked us up with leaders of two large CPMs.  All leaders expressed their passion for sending their people into the Muslim world.

9. THE BURDEN OF INDIAN CHURCHES, USA.  Indian churches in the U.S. are turning their focus towards the Islamic world.  One missionary working with Indian churches in the U.S. recently wrote, “Interestingly, the churches where I have seen the most enthusiasm for Muslim evangelism is among Indian background believers living in the United States.” 
This came from John B, see his e-mail under point #7. 

10. DREAMS.  A recent survey of 600 Muslims who came to faith in Christ revealed that one quarter became believers as a result of a dream.  Even where missionaries are not working, God is.  The most common theme in these dreams is seeing Jesus in a bright white robe.  
The dream stories below were collected from personal interviews I conducted and from www.isaalmasi.net/.  Robert Douglass, when he was with the Zwemmer Institute, is the one who first told me that the number 2 way that Muslims are converting to Christianity is through dreams.  Also see the survey by Frontiers concerning 600 surveyed MBBs.  One quarter of them said that they had come to faith in Christ through a dream.

DREAMS

The most common way that Muslims are drawn to Jesus is through a direct verbal witness.

The 2nd most common way that Jesus introduces Himself to Muslims is through dreams and visions. 

The most common image seen in these dreams is Jesus.  He is usually illuminated and wearing a white robe.  

Each year, thousands of Muslims across the globe are reporting that they are having dreams in which Isa appears to them.  These dreams cause them to re-evaluate what they previously believed about the prophet Isa.  Some miracles are being reported as well.  

Ongoing research is underway concerning reports of Muslims seeing Isa in their dreams.  One group that is collecting written summaries of “Isa” dreams has posted them on their website (see www.isaalmasih.net).   For security reasons, most of the summaries do not reveal the name of the person having the dream or the place in which he or she lives.

Most Muslims who have “Isa” dreams are deeply affected and seek to change their core beliefs.  Some become Christians while most prefer to call themselves “Pakka” or “completed” Muslims.  In Bangladesh, they call themselves “MBBs” meaning, Muslim Background Believer.  In a recent survey of Muslims who have become Pakka Muslims, one hundred fifty out of six hundred reported that they became “Pakka Muslims as a result of an “Isa” dream.

Four reoccurring themes can be identified through the numerous recorded dreams.  Listed below are the four reoccurring themes and dream accounts. (from Frontiers and K. G.)

1. Empowering dreams that give boldness and strength to endure persecution.  

A North African believer found the needed strength to face his imprisonment from a dream he had while imprisoned for his faith. In it, he saw thousands of believers pouring through the streets of his city, openly proclaiming their faith in Isa in his restricted country. While in prison, he was tortured, suspended upside-down naked for hours, beaten with electrified rods and repeatedly threatened with execution. His vision of a day when people of his country would openly proclaim their faith in the streets gave him great strength to persevere through this most difficult time.

“As a teenager I went to the mosque five times a day in obedience to my parents…. One night while was asleep I had this horrible dream of me being taken into hell. What I saw there brought me real fear and these dreams kept coming to me almost every night…. Suddenly one day Isa appeared to me and said, "Son, I am the way, the truth, and the life. And if you would give your life to Me and follow Me, I would save you from the hell that you have seen."…Christianity is totally banned in Saudi Arabia…. [After I converted] I was taken into custody and tortured. They told me I would be beheaded if I did not turn back to Islam…. I told the authorities I'm willing to die for Isa and that I would never come back to Islam…. The appointed day came for my execution and I was waiting with much anticipation, yet very strong in my faith….One hour lapsed, two hours went by, then it became three hours and then the day passed by. No one turned up. Then two days later the authorities turned and opened the doors and told me, "You demon! Get out from this place!"

2. Messages from Above.  Muslims believe that the prophet Isa is in heaven with Allah.  It is also believed that Isa will return to earth.  Could it be that the prophet Isa is sending messages from heaven?

An elderly Muslim woman stood on the side of a river in Bangladesh.  Missionaries distributing Injil Sharifs from their boat approached her.  As they handed her an Injil Sharif, she told them that Allah had told her in a dream that she would receive a Bible.  Further down the river, a Muslim man told the same story as he was receiving an Injil Sharif. 

A deceased relative appears and gives a message. A Muslim woman was drawn by a vision she had of her Christian parents who had died. She saw them rejoicing with others in heaven. Isa, appearing in a white robe, said, "If you want to come to me, just come." Feeling that she had tried her entire life to reach Allah without success, she now saw Allah initiating the effort to reach her through Isa.

Momeen lived in (Large South Asian city) for 16 years as an Imam.  He was saying his prayers in a large mosque where 5000 men came to pray each day.  He used to preach against Jesus and Christians.  On December 25th, 1996, during the night of Shabi Barat he was asked to come and teach about the big night from 10:30 pm until 1 am.  That night he spoke against Christians saying they were dancing and drinking during this holy night.  The Muslims believe that Christians are womanizers and drunks.  After teaching Momeen went for rest, he was supposed to return at 4 am--this is when his vision or dream began.  He saw two men coming to lift him, one on the left and one on the right.  They took him five steps and then disappeared.  He no longer saw the mosque, but he did see a big hall with a curtain.  “How did I get here?” he wondered, and “Where are the two men?”  Momeen saw the curtain drawn back and a magnificent light.  When he saw the light he heard a loud voice say, “Come near to me, I love you very much.”  Surprised, he did not know who was speaking, so he asked, “ Who are you?”  The voice said, “I am Christ.”  At that time his whole body was overjoyed and filled with excitement.  Then he received a glass of water and was told to drink it, that it would change his life.  He drank the water and his body felt very light.  As he was doing this, the light went away.  He woke up and saw himself standing in the place where he was sleeping.  It was now 4 am; from 1am to 4 am he had been standing throughout his vision.  It was now time for the morning prayers, but he told his assistant, “You do the morning prayers at the mosque.”  He then went home and told his family about his vision, they were very happy for him.  Still, he did not understand why he had had the vision.  He was surprised that he did not know, because he was proud, thinking that he knew everything.  From that time on he could no longer pray.  He gave the duty of the prayers to his assistant, always saying that he was sick and then going home.  At home on a Saturday night he again had a visitation; this time he was sitting.  Over the course of four months he had six visitations.  In each vision, God spoke to him.  On the sixth visit God said, “I have chosen you to go, read and meditate on the New Testament.”  He was instructed in the dream to meet with a friend who had a New Testament.  Momeen was surprised to learn that there was a Bible in Hindi.  He had thought that the Bible was only in English and that only English people read it.   He met with his friend who took him to the Salvation Army.  There a Bishop listened to his story.  The Bishop introduced him to a discipler and in 36 days he had finished reading the New Testament.  Then God spoke to Momeen again and told him that he would have a voice to thousands of Muslims.  “But how?” Momeen wondered.  Today Momeen’s visions are still with him, he now distributes a newspaper to Muslims, which shares the theme that God wants to speak to them through the Bible.  He receives at least ten calls a day from Muslims inquiring about his message.  

3. Healing through dreams.  Sura Al-Imran 3:49 tells of the healing power that Allah gave to Isa.

A rich man in a Muslim country brought his very sick daughter to a Christian hospital. "The daughter had been paralyzed for four years.  The man, a very devout Muslim, demanded that the cross that was hanging on the wall in her room be taken down at once. Reverently, they took the cross off the wall because the Christian staff working there was threatened for witnessing in a Muslim country. That evening, the Christian nurse, in her own quiet way, told the sick girl that Christ died on the cross for our sins and he can forgive her sins and heal her.  

The girl could not sleep that night because she had so many questions. “He can heal me? Who is he and where is he? What is this mystery of the cross? Why was my father so angry and so afraid of this cross?' With tears streaming down her cheeks she longed to know more about Isa (Isa). In the quiet of that night, she saw a figure clothed in white. He had a halo of light around his head that filled the whole room. Then she heard his voice, `Get up and put the cross back on the wall.' With fear and trembling she said, `I cannot walk.' Isa then revealed himself to her and told her, `I am Isa who died on the cross, but I am alive. Get up and walk.' She got up and took the cross from under her bed and put it back on the wall. Then she turned, but the Lord was no longer there. Realizing what had just happened, she started shouting, `I saw Isa and he healed me! I can walk, I can walk!' She called her father who rushed to the hospital and witnessed what had happened. With tears in his eyes, all he could say was, `I want to know more about Isa.'" 

A woman reports that after her sister had been dead for fourteen hours and her body prepared for burial, she suddenly moved her arm, opened her eyes, sat up and looked around in wonder.  She said to those gathered, “I was not dead, I was only sleeping.  In my sleep I had a dream that I was about to put my foot on a ladder.  At the top of the ladder there was a man in a white robe who was wearing a golden crown, and there was a light coming out from his forehead.  I saw his hand above me and there was a light coming from his head.  He said, “I am Isa Christ, the King of Kings.  I will send you back, and at the appointed time, I will bring you here again.”  And then I opened my eyes.”

A Muslim from the Philippians dreamed of Isa healing many people. The following day, he shared his dream to his fellow Muslims that Isa can heal sickness. This Muslim dreamer prayed and asked Isa to heal those who requested prayer and they eventually experienced complete healing. "No one can save you but Isa," the healer said every time he prayed for the physically ill. The Muslim faith healer continues to profess that he is still a Muslim but he always shared that the power of healing he administered came from Isa.

4. Dreams that send Muslims on a journey that leads them to the Truth about the prophet Isa.

A Muslim man in Bangladesh had a dream where he saw Isa standing in the middle of a large crowd.  Individuals in the crowd pressed hard to get close enough to Isa to see his face.  Isa’ face was hidden underneath the hood of his robe.  Longing to see Isa’ face as well, he pushed his way through the crowd.  He woke up just before getting to Isa.  Over a period of four years, the man longed to see Isa’ face.  Finally, on a trip to the capital city, he walked into the foyer of a catholic church and saw a picture of Isa on the wall.  This brought him great satisfaction and immediately found a group of Christians who would tell him more about Isa.

“I was a very devoted Muslim but I began to feel that there was something missing in my faith as a Muslim. I started praying to Allah to show me if the Muslim faith was the truth and soon after that I began to have strange dreams. In one of these dreams I saw some Christians standing in line to get into Heaven. I tried to get into this line also, but a very tall being blocked my path and I started to cry because the side I was on was really horrible but the side they were on was a beautiful place, so beautiful, so blue. I could not get this dream out of my mind. It really haunted me. I confided to my Muslim friends about this dream, except that I didn't tell them it was Christians in the line in my dreams because I was scared of what they might think.  Well, they just said that Allah was telling me to pray more, and I did. But increasingly a great emptiness and depression enveloped me, an emptiness like I had never experienced before. I couldn't sleep and I even started taking drugs to get away from that feeling. I became a totally different person, a recluse, and started to seek out psychics, but it only became worse. I even wanted to commit suicide. I did not even fear death anymore.  Then, the day I told my best friend (who was an agnostic) that I was going to take my life, she said she remembered some Christian ladies who had come to see her a few times, and thought they might be able to help me. That same day, I met with them and they shared the Truth about Isa with me, and they prayed for me, and that terrible emptiness began to lift and this huge load on me was taken off me.”

Raja-

Taken to the Madrasa at age five by his parents, Raja, was on his way to becoming an Imam.  As a teenage Imam, he was consumed with pride and thought that he knew everything.  One day, a Bengali Christian woman visited his Madrassa.  She was allowed to briefly speak to the Madrassa students, but then, Raja, in anger shouted at her and forced her to leave.  

That night, he had a disturbing dream.  He dreamed that he was in his house with his family.  Suddenly, the house was surrounded with people who slowly kept moving in closer to his house.  The people were angry at him for running off the Christian woman.  This dream disturbed him deeply. Raja said, “Still to this day, the hatred that I showed to the Christian woman visits me from time to time.”  

The reoccurring thoughts about this incident caused Raja to look closer into what the Christian woman taught that day at the Madrassa.  She had mentioned that Isa was born from a virgin and that he is the only one who can guarantee salvation.  Several years later, Raja wanted to become a village (homeopathic) doctor.  He received training from an experienced doctor who once was a Muslim, but had become a follower of Isa.  This doctor helped Raja study the passages in the Koran that deals with Isa.  Raja learned and accepted that Isa was righteous, honorable, and knows the way to heaven.  Today, Raja reads his Bible.  He knows fully that Isa is the only way to heaven and was baptized.

As a doctor, Raja gives medicine to his patience, but never fails to pray for healing in the name of Isa.  Raja said, “I have dedicated my life to Sharing Isa to the world.” He is now writing a book to Muslims so they can understand that Isa is the only way to heaven.

Raja now has better dreams, dreams that encourage and draw him to his Savior.  Recently, he had a dream where he saw a huge light and then Isa and the twelve disciples appeared.  Dreams like these only increase his desire to Share the love of a loving Savior to everyone around him.  When patients return to his doctor’s office, he teaches them about Isa by using the Koran. 

His boldness is infectious, as he stands up for his Lord.  One evening in December 2002, he attended the mosque in which he previously was an Imam.  On this particular evening, Muslims believe God sends out his heavenly angels to listen to people’s petitions.  Three hundred Muslim men were in attendance that night in the mosque.  Raja stood up before them all and told them that Isa is the Savior and he began to teach from the Koran.  He said, “This is the night to find salvation in Isa, if you are looking and want to be baptized please come with me to the pond and be baptized.”  Eight men stood to their feet and walked out of the mosque into the darkness and found for themselves the light that Raja had found.  

Mohammed-

Constantly plagued by dreams, Mohammed rarely slept well.  One particular evening he had a dream that a man came and told him, “Get up.”  Not responding to the man’s earnest plea, the man shouted at him and urgently told him not to sleep but to wakeup!  For many days he continued to hear the voice telling him to get up.  He was sixteen years old at this time and he had no idea what the voice meant.  

Two weeks later the voice came again but this time it said, “Go preach salvation!”  

Mohammed didn’t know what salvation was but he knew that he must obey the voice.  He went to Dr. Shahim, a friend and mentor for some advice.  Dr. Shahim also desired to find the correct way to heaven and thought he had found it.  He quickly instructed Mohammed that there was one way heaven and it was through a pir (Muslim holy man) in India called Khaza Moynoddin Chishty.  Obviously the dear doctor wasn’t a Christian, and although he thought he knew the truth he was gravely mistaken.  

A few years later though, Dr. Shahim was presented with the truth of the Gospel and he made sure to correct his wrong instruction.  Mohammed immediately went to Dr. Shahim’s home with some of his disciples and they discussed the Lord all evening.  

When Mohammed finally understood the truth that Isa is the one and only Savior, he wanted to be baptized.  Dr. Shahim told him that it was late and that in the morning, they will do baptism.  Mohammed asked Dr. Shalim, “What would happen if something happened to between now and in the morning…please baptize me now.”  Late into the night, Mohammed and four others were baptized.  Mohammed began traveling from village to village sharing the story of the virgin birth of Isa, that Isa is the sinless son of God, our Rock and Redeemer, and friend. 

Ali-

About his childhood, Ali said that he was especially mischievous and everyone in his village labeled him as an unruly boy.  No knowing what else to do with Ali, his father sent him to the madrassa.  Ali did well at the madrassa, he delved into his studies and learned the importance of being holy.  His Madrassa teacher taught him the correct way to pray as a Muslim and for twelve years he was the Imam of his village mosque.  

During these twelve years, he served God and strove to be faithful, but in the back of his mind, there was a nagging thought; “how can a man become truly holy.” This frustrated Ali to the point that it caused him to began looking for ‘good’ men who could instruct him in correct teaching.  Eventually, he met a Muslim friend who had become a believer.

After hearing the truth about Isa being the one and only Savior, Ali went home that evening pondering this truth.  That night, he dreamt that a man in a white robe appeared before him and he showed Ali a village pond.  Then he said, “Go there and get a bath.”  Still in his dream, Ali obeyed the man in his went down into the water.  Coming out of the water, he noticed an open cut over his heart.  The man in the white robe touched him and it closed immediately.  Ali awoke in a cold sweat and rushed to his believer friend’s house with a desperate desire to be baptized, knowing that it was the True Way.  The next afternoon while he was eating lunch, Ali saw a vision.   He saw a river of blood rushing toward him and then a white cloud appeared.  He realized that he was seeing the blood of Jesus that was shed for him, and then he read in the Bible that Isa will come back in the clouds.  Ali continues to seek the truth and everyday he chooses to follow Isa and no other. He is the pastor of a small Muslim background church.

11. CPM’S   In Northern Africa, 16,000 Muslims converted to Christianity.  In one South Asian country, an average of 160 Muslims daily are coming to faith in Christ and being baptized.  Muslim converts are winning Muslims. From 1998-2003, 150,000 Muslims have come to faith in this country.

The Northern Africa comment comes from D. Garrison’s new CPM book.  The numbers from Bangladesh come from Abdul’s leadership counsel.  Each year, they take a census.  Note that Jim Slack’s report showed 89,000 baptisms (1998-2002), but this survey was conducted only in the Southwest and a partial count of the northwest.  It did not account for the estimated 20,000 in India and others in the northwest of Bangladesh.  Abdul’s annual (July 2002 to July 2003) count showed 198,000 baptized Muslims.  I figure that I am playing it safe with my report of 150,000 baptisms.

(from D. Garrison) In Kazakhstan, the past decade has seen more than 13,000 Kazakhs come to faith worshipping in more than 300 new Kazakh churches.

APPENDIX 2
THE KORBANI

PLAN OF SALVATION
THE KORBANI

PLAN OF SALVATION

Introduction:

Rarely does a Muslim in the first evangelistic encounter acknowledge that he is ready to receive Christ as his Savior.  When he or she does display an interest, you should be ready to tell him or her how to be saved from their sin.  An excellent tool for conveying the truth that Jesus died as the sacrifice for our sins is the Korbani plan of salvation
 What does “Korbani” mean?

“Korbani” is the Islamic word for sacrifice.  Each year Muslims are supposed to offer a sacrifice after Ramadan, The sacrifice can be a goat, sheep, cow or camel.  It can be offered for an individual, but is usually offered for a family.  Whether Muslims actually do this often depends on whether they can afford it or not.  A Muslim is supposed to do this every year, if he can afford it, but at least once in his lifetime.  Abraham is seen as the father of Islam and the korbani is based on Abraham’s offer to sacrifice his son and the substitute sacrifice he offered.  Like Abraham offered a sacrifice, so the Muslim sacrifices this animal, whose blood is poured out, for God.  Since Muslims do the sacrifice they must have some realization that their sin has a penalty and that there must be a death for their sin. They have at least some understanding that the blood has power or they would not bother with the korbani.  Therefore we can use the korbani as a way to convey to them the meaning of Christ’s death as the substitute for the penalty of their sins, and Christ’s blood as having power to save them.  

  

The Korbani Plan of Salvation

Step by Step
  

	POINT 1
 Ibrihim Offered a Korbani.


Ask these questions:  

· Do you know the story of Hazrat Ibrihim and when he was told to do korbani with his son?  What did Hazrat Ibrihim do?(Hazrat = a term of honor like “sir”)
Answer:  Ibrihim took his son to offer as a korbani.
· What did Allah do at the last minute?  

Answer:  He sent an angel to stop the korbani.
· What test was Allah giving to Ibrihim? 

Answer: To see how much Ibrihim loved Allah.
· As Ibrihim and his son walked up the mountain, what did his son ask Ibrihim?

Answer:  "The fire and the wood are here, but where is the lamb for the burnt offering?" - Genesis 22:7 
· What did Hazrat Ibrihim say in return to his son

Answer:  "Allah himself will provide the lamb for the burnt offering, my son" (Genesis22:8). 
 

	POINT 2


The Meaning of Korbani?
Ask this question:  “What is the meaning behind the practice of Korbani?”  

After he gives his answer, say this:  “I have studied the before kitabs, the Taurat and Injil, and have come to understand what true Korbani is and how it should be done.” 
· The korbani animal must be pure and have no blemishes.  The animal represents innocence.  It cannot be purchased with corrupt money or from the black market. 

· The act of korbani is a picture of one who is innocent taking the punishment of one who is guilty. 

· Hazrut Daud (David) said that the best korbani is one that takes place on the inside of a person. - Psalms 51:16-17 Feeling sorry for your sin is the best Korbani. 

· The act of Korbani is a symbol of the punishment we deserve for our sins. 

· Muslim followers of Isa stopped the practice of sacrificing animals.

Say:  "From the holy kitabs, I have learned that the correct act of korbani is when we lay our hands on the animal and say, ‘Allah, I know that I am a sinner and that my punishment is eternal death and separation from you.  Allah, please take the blood of this animal as a substitute for my punishment, use this blood to cover and remove the evil inside me and the sins of my family.’”
 

	POINT 3


 Isa – Korbani for the Whole World! 
 The Koran says this about Isa in Surah Maryam 19:33:

 Peace be on me the day I was born, and the day I die, and the day I shall be raised alive.
After Isa died, his followers stopped doing animal korbani.  Why was this so?   Before Isa died he told his Muslim followers that Allah had decided to do korbani for the sins of the entire world, thus showing His love for man.  Just as Allah had provided the sacrifice for Ibrihim, He Himself would provide the sacrifice for all of mankind. Allah had stopped Ibrihim from sacrificing his son, but Allah did not stop the sacrifice or Korbani of Isa.

 Ask: "Why would Allah do this?"
There are too many poor Muslims who cannot afford korbani and too many Muslims who do not understand what true korbanis is.  But far more important than this is the fact that no one could do enough korbani to cover his sins!   

In order to do a korbani that would cover the entire world, Allah decided to sacrifice the most innocent, holy, and powerful blood this world has ever seen.  Isa was that korbani who died for the sins of the whole world!

 

	POINT 4


Eternal Life Through Faith in Isa.
There are four things you need to know:

First, we have sinned and cannot do enough to cover our sins. One sin put Adam out of Allah’s presence in the Garden of Eden.  We have done many sins.  (Romans 3:10-12 and 3;23)

Second, Isa was born without sin and never sinned.  He is the very “Ruhullah” (Spirit of Allah) and “Kalamtullah” (Word of Allah).  His blood is innocent because he did not inherit Adam’s sin or commit any sin while alive.  Isa's blood is holy and powerful (Isa raised people from the dead).  Allah asked Ibrihim to demonstrate his love for Allah by sacrificing his precious son.  In the same way, to demonstrate His love for man, Allah decided to do korbani for all of mankind by sacrificing Isa.  

Third, Isa died on the cross as the korbani for our sins.
In the Injil in I Peter, Surah 3 ayat 19 we read this: For Mosi (Christ) also suffered once for sins, the just (righteous) for the unjust) that He might bring us to God (Allah).”   

Fourth, If you believe in Isa, you will be forgiven of your sins and have eternal life. 

In the Injil in John (Yahyah (John)), Surah 3,ayat 16, we find these words, “For Allah so loved the world, that He gave Isa, so that whoever believes in him, will not perish (in hell), but have eternal life (in heaven).”  It is through Isa that we can make it to heaven and live eternally with Allah.  Isa knows the way and is the way.   If you believe that Allah did Korbani by using the blood of Isa to cover your sins, then you can join Isa in heaven.

 Raise your hands to Allah and say these words:

“Allah, I believe that you are One.  I believe that you love all people.  I understand that I am a sinner and that I deserve to be forever separated from you when I die.  I thank you that you demonstrated Your love and mercy for me by doing Korbani for me.  I believe that you used Isa’s blood as the substitute for my blood and punishment.  It is through Isa that I can come to you when I die.”

APPENDIX 3
DISCIPLESHIP STUDIES

Section One:

Your New Life in Isa

Basic Discipleship Principles

INTRODUCTION - How to use these lessons.


In each of these ten lessons:

1. Tell the Injil Story.

2. Discuss the difference between the old life in Islam and the new life in Isa.

3. Read or quote the Scriptures and discuss them.

4. Ask questions.  Here are some suggestions:
· What truth is Isa teaching me?

· How does that truth change my life?

· What must I do in response to this truth?

5. Begin to learn the memory Scripture.

Be sure to begin each lesson by praying and asking the Holy Spirit to guide you into the truth.  Also be sure to end each lesson with a time of prayer and giving praise and thanks to God/Allah for what He has done in the lives of each of those involved in the lessons. 

CENTRAL THEME
II Corinthians 5:17 If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold all things have become new.

1.  A New Confession
INJIL STORY:  Paul Believes in Isa - Acts 9:1-11  

Saul, a chief Imam among the Jews, rejected the resurrection of Isa and severely persecuted those who followed Isa.  On his way to Damascus to arrest the followers of Isa, Isa appeared to Saul.   Saul asked Isa, “Who are you, Lord?”  Isa answered, “I am Isa, whom you persecute.  Saul said, “What would you have me to do Lord?”  Isa told him to go into Damascus where he would be told what to do.  There, Isa sent a man named Ananias to Saul.  Ananias baptized Saul in the name of Isa.  Saul, who later became known as Paul, began to preach the resurrection of Isa and the forgiveness of sin and eternal life through faith in Isa.  People were amazed that this Saul, who had persecuted those who followed Isa, was now calling them to confess Isa as Lord and follow Him!


God later used Paul to start many jamats and write a large part of the Injil.  Who knows how God might choose to use you?


Old confession – “There is no God but Allah and Mohammed is his prophet.”


New Confession – “Jesus is Lord.”  

John 17:3  (Jesus said) “This is eternal life to know You the only true God and Jesus Christ whom you have sent.”

Acts 2:36-38  God (Allah) has made this Jesus whom you crucified both Lord and Christ (Masi).  And when they heard this they were cut to the heart and they said … “What shall we do?”  Then Peter said unto them, “Repent, and let everyone of you be baptized in the Name of Jesus Christ (Isa Masi) and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”
Romans 10:9  If you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead you shall be saved.

Acts 4:10-12  Jesus Christ/Isa Masi … Neither is there any other name under heaven given unto men whereby we must be saved.

John 14:6  Jesus/Isa said to him, “I am the way the truth and the life.  No one comes to the father except through Me.

QUESTIONS:

MEMORY SECTION

Romans 10:9-10,13  If you confess with you mouth the Lord Jesus/Isa and believe in your heart that God/Allah has raised Him from the dead, you shall be saved.  For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation. For whosoever calls upon the Name of the Lord shall be saved.

2.  A New and Certain Hope of Eternal Life
INJIL STORY:  The Good Shepherd –John 10:1-30


Isa compares his love and care for us to that of a good shepherd.  Sheep come to know the voice of their shepherd and they will not follow a strange voice.  Their shepherd feeds them, cares for them and protects them their enemies.  A good shepherd will lay down his life to protect his sheep.  Jesus laid down his life for us so that we could be forgiven of our sins and have eternal life.  Now our good shepherd, Isa, nurtures and leads us so that we can experience abundant life through Him.  We must learn to hear His voice, for, according to John 10:10, all the other voices are those of thieves and robbers.  They only want to kill by eternal death and separation from God/Allah, and steal and destroy the abundant life He wants us to experience in Isa.

Note: Two possible stories are included here.  You can use one or both of them to help establish this important truth of the assurance of salvation.  

INJIL STORY:  The Dying Criminal – Luke 23:32-43


When Isa was put to death on the cross (crucified) two criminals were crucified with him; one on either side.  One mocked and ridiculed Isa, saying, “if you are the Christ/Masi save yourself and us!” However, the other criminal, rebuked the first criminal.  He admitted that he deserved to be there dying for his crimes, but that Isa had done nothing wrong.  Then he looked to Isa for mercy and asked Him to remember him when He entered into His Kingdom.  Isa said to him, “Today you shall be with Me in paradise.”  The criminal received a promise of eternal life in paradise/heaven with Isa.  These three crosses represent all of humanity.  Through Isa, God/Allah entered the human race to deliver humanity from the condemnation of sin and the power of the devil.  Many, like the first criminal, reject Jesus and die in their sin, eternally separated from God/Allah.  But those who, like the second criminal, ask for mercy and forgiveness in Isa’s name will be given eternal life in Isa.

Old Hope of Paradise/Heaven – Observe the five pillars of Islam.  Do good works.  Maybe Allah might accept you into paradise, but one cannot know.  Only if Allah wills!


New Hope of Paradise/Heaven – Isa has died to pay the penalty of your sin.  You are forgiven and made right before God/Allah.  By faith in Isa you have the sure hope of eternal life in heaven.

I Peter 3:18  Christ/Masi has suffered, once, the righteous for the unrighteous that He might bring us to God/Allah.

John 6:47  Most assuredly, I say to you, he that believes in Me (Isa) has everlasting life.

John 10:27-30  My sheep hear My voice and I know them and they follow Me and I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish, neither shall anyone snatch them out of My hand.  My Father, Who gave them to Me is greater than all; and no one can snatch them out of His hands. I and My Father are one.

Romans 8:38-39  For I am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor principalities nor powers, nor things present nor things to come, nor height nor depth, nor nay other created thing, shall be able to separate us from the love of God/Allah which is in Christ Jesus/Isa Masi our Lord.

QUESTIONS:

MEMORY SECTION

John 10:27-28  My sheep hear My voice and I know them and they follow Me and I give them eternal life and they shall never perish, neither shall anyone snatch them out of My hand. 

3.  A New Family
INJIL STORY:  The First Jamat – Acts 2:38-42


In this section of the Injil we get to see the very first Jamat of Isa and what it was like.  We find it was like a family who loved one another and cared for the needs of one another.  They frequently gathered together to study the teachings of Isa that had been preserved for them by the apostles of Isa (which we have in the Injil).  They also had fellowship with one another and prayed together. They took the bread and juice of the Lord’s Supper to remember what Isa had done for them in His death on the cross.  They were filled with joy and praised God together.  They were obeying the command of Isa to love God/Allah and love one another.


Old Family - the family you were born into.  


New Family - the family of God/Allah through the Jamat of Isa

Note:  This does not mean you forsake the family you were born into, but rather that now you have the expanded blessings of being  part of God’s family in the world and having all the other followers of Isa as brothers and sister in Isa.  Sadly, friends and family may sometimes forsake the new follower of Isa, but God/Allah gives you a wonderful promise in His word:  “When my father and mother forsake me, then the Lord will take car of me.”  Psalm 27:10 

Ephesians 3:14  I bow my knees to the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ (Isa Masi) from whom the whole family in heaven and on earth is named.

John 15:12  This is My (Isa’s) commandment that you love one another as I have loved you.

Hebrews 13:1  Let brotherly love continue.

Galatians 6:10  Therefore, as we have opportunity let us do good to all, especially to those who are of the household of faith.

Ephesians 4:32  Be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving one another just as God/Allah for Christ’s/Masi’s sake has forgiven you.

QUESTIONS:

MEMORY SECTION

John 13:34-35  A new commandment I give you, that you love one another as I have loved you.  By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.

4.  A New Way to Pray
Injil Story:  Teach Us To Pray - Matthew 6:5-14


The disciples of Jesus often watched Isa as He prayed.  They asked Him to teach them to pray (Luke 11:1)  This section of the Injil (in Matthew) tells us the way Isa taught them and us to pray.  He told us that that we should not be like the outwardly religious people who pray so that others would see them, but rather that we should go into a secret place and pray to our Father in heaven.   He also taught us not to repeat empty memorized words and phrases, but to pray from the heart like a child speaking to his Father and asking something of him.  He said we don’t have to beg and plead with the Father, because He knows what we need even before we ask. Then he taught his disciples a prayer. This, of course, is not a prayer to be repeated for Isa had just said not to use empty repetition.  It is instead a pattern of how we should pray.  Finally, he reminded us that if we will pray to God/Allah to ask His supply, forgiveness and help, we must be willing to forgive those who have harmed us.

Old Way To Pray  Required times to pray and prayers to repeat.  Answers seldom seen.

New  Way to Pray  Talk to God/Allah as a child speaks to his father, asking Him to work in your life and expecting Him to answer.

Because Isa has removed our sin by His blood we now have  bold access to the very presence of God/ Allah  - Ephesians 3:12  Christ Jesus/Isa Masi our Lord, in Whom we have boldness and access with confidence through faith in Him.

Matthew 7:7-11  Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you shall find; knock and the door shall be opened unto you.  For everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it will be opened.  Or what man is there among you, if his son asks him for bread, will give him a stone?  Or if he asks for a fish will he give him a snake?  If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father Who is in heaven give good things to those who ask Him!

John 14:12-14  Most assuredly I say to you, he that believes in Me, the works that I do shall He do also, and greater works shall He do because I go to the Father. And whatever you ask in My name, that will I do that the Father may be glorified in the Son.  If you shall ask anything in My name, I will do it.  

Philippians 4:6-7  Don’t worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God/Allah and the peace of God/Allah which passes knowledge will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus/Isa Masi.

I Thessalonians 5:17  Pray without ceasing.
Hebrews 4:16  Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace and help in time of need.

QUESTIONS:

MEMORY SECTION

John 16:24  Until now you have asked nothing in My (Isa) name.  Ask and receive that your joy may be full.

5.  A New Access to Truth

Injil Story: The Vine and the Branches - John 15:1-8


Isa compared the relationship we have with Him to the connection 

   of a vine (or tree) and its branches.  Through Isa we are connected to the very life of God/Allah.  His life flowing through us produces the fruit of Isa in our lives.  Just as the branch cannot bear fruit without the vine, or tree, even so we cannot bear eternal fruit apart from Isa.  Isa tells us how this relationship works.  He said, “if you abide in Me and My Words abide in you, you shall ask what you desire and it shall be done unto you, for by this is My Father glorified that you bear much fruit.”  The follower of Isa needs to fill his mind and heart with the truth of the Injil.  The words of Isa abide in us through a process the Bible calls “meditation”.  It simply means “to repeat over and over again” or “to ponder”.  Meditation upon the words of Isa is very simple, but it will have a great impact upon your life.  To meditate involves 4 simple steps.  First you must hear a section of the Injil; then you must memorize it; then you must ponder it (think upon it) over and over until Isa gives you understanding; then you must do what it says.  By this process of abiding in Isa through prayer, and His words abiding in you through meditation, you will become a “true branch” through which Isa produces eternal fruit.

The Old Access to Truth  Memorize the Qur’an and repeat words without understanding them.

The New Access to Truth  Read and understand the Taurat, Zabur, Nubis and the Injil.  Medtitate upon the truths you learn and obey them and see eternal fruit produced in your life.

Psalm 1:1-2  Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor stands in the path of sinners, nor sits in the seat of the scornful; but his delight is in the Law of the Lord, and in His Law he meditates day and night.  He shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that brings forth its fruit in season, whose leaf does not wither, and whatsoever he does shall prosper.

John 8:31-32  And Jesus/Isa said, “If you abide in My word you are My disciples indeed, and you shall know the truth and the truth shall make you free.

Philippians 4:8  Brethren, whatever things are true … meditate on these things.  The things you learned and received and heard and saw in me do, and the very God/Allah of peace will be with you.

I Timothy 4:13-15   Give attention to reading, encouragement and doctrine (Inil teachings)… meditate on these things and give yourself entirely to them that your progress may be evident to all.

QUESTIONS:

MEMORY SECTION

John 15:7-8  If you abide in Me and My words abide in you, you will ask what you desire and it shall be done to you.  By this is My Father glorified, that you bear much fruit; so shall you be My disciples.

6.  A New Freedom

INJIL STORY:  Stand Firm in You Freedom


Galatians  2:16-21, 5:1-14, Philippians 3:3


Paul, the apostle of Isa, had gone into a region called Galatia, preached the good news of eternal life in Isa and as a result several jamats had been started there.  He had clearly taught them that salvation and eternal life came through simple faith in Isa, their korbani (sacrifice) for sin’ and not in religious works.  Later some false teachers had come to the churches and told them that if they wanted to go to heaven, they needed to add to their faith in Isa a strict observance of the Jewish laws.  Paul wrote to them a letter to teach the truth.  It is the letter to the Galatians in the Injil.  He told them that their faith and hope of eternal life rested upon the fact that Isa had died for their sins.  The righteous anger of God/Allah against sin had been satisfied in Isa’s sacrifice and  their salvation was the gift of His  grace.  He said, “I do not set aside the grace of God/Allah, for if righteousness comes by the law then Christ/Masi died in vain (for nothing).” Paul told them not to become entangled again in a yoke of bondage of religious works, or even good works, to  try to earn God’s favor.  God’s favor rests on those who trust in Isa. We have been saved and set free from the penalty of sin and the bondage of works.  He warned them to be careful, however, not to use their freedom as an opportunity to indulge the flesh, such as sexual immorality, drunkenness, greed and such things, but rather to use their freedom to serve Isa and to love one another.

Old Bondage:  Strictly observe the five pillars of Islam, try to do good and hope that somehow it will be enough and God/Allah will be pleased with you.

New  Freedom  Trust in Isa and put no hope at all in your good works, knowing that He will give you eternal life in heaven.  You are free!  Rejoice in you freedom in Isa and use it to serve Him and to love you brothers and sisters in Isa.

Philippians 3:3   For we are the circumcision (true followers of God/Allah) who worship God/Allah in the Spirit, rejoice in Christ Jesus/Isa Masi, and have no confidence in the flesh.   

Philippians 4:4  Rejoice in the Lord always and again I say rejoice.

I Peter 2:15-16  For this is the will of God/Allah, that by doing good you may put to silence the ignorance of foolish men as free men, not using liberty as a cloak for vice (cover for doing wrong), but as bondservants of God/Allah.  

QUESTIONS:

MEMORY SECTION

Galatians 5:1 and 13  Stand fast therefore in the liberty by which Christ/Masi has made us free and do not be entangled again in a yoke of bondage.  For you, brethren have been called to liberty; only do not use liberty as an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another.

7.  A New Relationship to God/Allah

INJIL STORY:  A Rushing Mighty Wind – Acts 2:1-41

The night before Isa was crucified he told His disciples, “I will pray the Father and He will give you another Comforter – the Spirit of Truth.  I will not leave you as orphans, I will come to you. At that day you will know that I am in the Father and you are in Me and I am in you.” (John 14:16-20) When the Romans soldiers took Jesus to crucify Him, the disciples of Isa ran and hid.  While he was buried in the tomb they hid in fear.  After Isa rose from the dead, he appeared to His disciples and reminded them that when he ascended back to the Father in heaven that He would send another Helper to live in them – the Holy Spirit of God/Allah.  To His fearful disciples He said, “You shall receive power after the Holy Spirit has come upon you and you shall be witnesses to Me … to the end o the earth.”  Then the Holy Spirit came upon them like a “mighty rushing wind”.  They were never the same after that.  They suddenly became bold and fearless witnesses of Isa, who spread the Gospel of Isa throughout the world.   

Old Relationship:  Alone and only understanding Allah as a distant presence, unknowable to men.

New Relationship:  Isa dwelling in you through the Holy Spirit of God/Allah.  He is your Comforter, Friend, and Helper as you serve Him each day.

Acts 2:38  Repent and let everyone of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ/Isa Masi for the forgiveness of sins and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.

Ephesians 1:13-14  In Him (Isa) you also trusted after you heard the word of truth, the Gospel of your salvation; in Whom also having believed, you were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit.

John 16:7  It is to your advantage that I (Isa) go away, for If I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you, but if I depart, I will send Him to you … When He, the Spirit of Truth has come, He will guide you into all truth.

Hebrews 13:5  I will never leave you nor forsake you.

Proverbs 18:24  There is a friend that sticks closer than a brother.

QUESTIONS:

MEMORY SECTION

I Corinthians 3:16   Do you not know that you are the temple of God and that the Spirit of God dwells in you?

8.  A New Purpose in Life

INJIL STORY:  Fishing for Men - Luke 5:1-11


Peter was a fisherman.  One day Isa came where Peter fished, got into his boat and asked Peter if he would put his boat out a little way from the shore so that Isa could teach the crowds that pressed around Him.  After he had finished teaching the people, Isa asked Peter to launch his boat out into the deep water and drop his nets to catch fish.  Peter told Jesus he had been fishing all night and had caught nothing.  But because Isa asked him, Peter and his partners went back out fishing.  When they let down their nets, they caught  so many fish that their nets were breaking and their boats were about to sink.  When they got back to shore Peter fell down at Isa’s feet and said, “Depart from me for I am a sinful man, O Lord!”   Isa told Peter, “Do not be afraid; From now on you will catch men.”  At Isa’s call, Peter left all he had and followed Isa.  Peter’s life was never the same!  After Isa was raised from the dead and ascended in heaven, Peter was used powerfully by God/Allah to proclaim the good news of salvation in Isa and bring many to salvation in Isa.  Peter’s life made an incredible eternal impact on this world!

Old Purpose in Life:  Try to do enough good works to go to heaven and hope you make it.  Do your best to survive from day-to-day.
 

New Purpose in Life:  Worship God, grow as a disciple of Isa, and make new disciples (Be a fisher of men).
Matthew 28:18-20  All authority has been given to Me in heaven and  on  the earth.  Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo I am with you always, even to the end of the age.

Colossians 3:23-24  And whatever you do, do it heartily as to the Lord and not to men, knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance; for you serve the Lord Christ/Masi
I Corinthians 15:1-4  Brothers, I declare unto you the Gospel (“good news”) which I preached to you, which also you received and in which you stand, by which also you are saved, if you hold fast that word which I preached to you – unless you believed in vain.  For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, that Christ/Masi died for our sins according to the Scriptures and that He was buried, and that He rose again on the third day, according to the Scriptures. 

QUESTIONS:

MEMORY SECTION

II Corinthians 5:20  Now we are ambassadors for Christ/Masi as though God/Allah were pleading through us on Christ/Masi’s behalf be reconciled to God/Allah.  For He made Him (Isa) Who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.

9.  A New Hope of Reward

INJIL STORY:  The Faithful Servants – Luke 19:11-27

Isa told this story to show us what we can expect when the Day of Judgment comes.  Read these two verses and then tell the story.  
Acts 17:31 Because He (God/Allah) has appointed a day on which He will judge the world in righteousness by the Man whom He has ordained. He has given assurance of this to all by raising Him from the dead.  

II Corinthians 5:10   For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ/Masi, that each one may receive the things done in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad.

A wealthy man traveled to a far country.  He called in his servants and distributed his goods to them and told them to do his business while he was gone.  He gave to some more than others, just as we all have different levels of wealth, abilities and opportunities.  When he returned, he called his servants in to give an account.  Those who faithfully sought to do his business received great rewards.  The master did not rebuke the servant with five talents for not making ten.  Isa holds you accountable only for what he has given you, not what he has given another.  Each faithful servant of Isa can look forward to hearing these blessed words, “Well done, good and faithful servant; you have been faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler over many things.  Enter the joy of you Lord!”
Old Hope of Reward:  Will I even enter paradise?

Will there be any eternal rewards for me?

New Hope of Reward:  Isa has already secured for me my entry into heaven/paradise.  Now by His Spirit He will enable me to serve Him and then He will eternally reward my faithful service to Him.

Ephesians 2:4-7  But God/Allah … has made us alive together with Christ/Masi … that in the ages to come He might show the exceeding riches of His grace in His kindness toward us in Jesus/Isa.

Matthew 5:11   Blessed are you when they revile and persecute you, and say all kinds of evil against you falsely for My (Isa’s) sake.  Rejoice and be exceedingly glad, for great is your reward in heaven. 

Revelation 22:12  Behold, I (Isa) am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me to give to everyone according to his work.

QUESTIONS:

MEMORY SECTION
Matthew 25:23  Well done, good and faithful servant; you have been faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler over many things.  Enter into the joy of you Lord.

10.  A New Resistance

INJIL STORY:  Counting the Costs – Luke 14:25-33


Because he healed the sick, taught with authority and spoke of eternal life and rewards, great crowds followed Isa everywhere He went.  But Isa did not deceive anyone about the cost of following Him.  One day he stopped turned to the crowd and said, “if anyone comes to Me and does not hate his father and mother, wife and children, brother ans sister, yes and his own life also, he cannot be my disciple.”  What an astounding statement!  Of course He did not literally mean we were to hate our family.  The Injil itself commands you to honor your father and mother and love your wife like Isa has loved us.  What Isa meant was that we must love Him supremely.  If we have to choose between family and Isa we must choose Isa.  To come and follow Isa is to choose Him above all else.  The cost of following Isa is often very high.  Consider these Scriptures:

John 15:19-20   If you were of the world the world would love its own.  Yet because you are not of the world, but I (Isa) chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates you.  Remember the word that I said to you, “A servant is not greater than his master.”  If they persecuted Me they will persecute you also.  If they have kept My word, they will keep yours also.

II Timothy 3:12  Yes, and all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus/Isa Masi will suffer persecution.


Old Resistance:  Little or no resistance.  There is an old proverb that says, “Let sleeping dogs lie.”  Before you came to Isa and began to tell of the good news of eternal life in Isa, the devil left you alone for you caused his kingdom no harm.


New Resistance:  Because you now belong to Isa and seek to tells others about a Him, the devil attacks you through those that belong to him.  


Isa told the crowd that followed Him that they should consider the costs of following Him.  One would not begin to build a house if he knew he did not have enough money to finish it.  Neither should we follow after Isa, unless we are willing to accept the cost.  This is very hard to hear, but listen to the good news of the verses that follow: 

Romans 8:16-18  The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are indeed the children of God/Allah, and if children heirs – heirs of God/Allah and joint heirs with Jesus/Isa, if indeed we suffer with Him that we may also be glorified with Him.  For I consider the sufferings of this present time not worthy to be compared with the glory that will be revealed in us. 

II Corinthians 4:17  For our light affliction which is but for a moment, is producing for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory, while we look not on the things that are seen but the things that are unseen.  For the things that are seen are temporary, but the things that are unseen are eternal.

:Luke 18:29-30  He (Isa) said to them, “Assuredly I say to you, there  is no one who has left house or parents or brothers or wife or children, for the sake of the kingdom of God/ Allah who shall not receive many times more in this present age and in the age to come eternal life.”

QUESTIONS:

MEMORY SECTION

Matthew 5:11  Blessed are you when they revile and persecute you and say all kinds of evil against you falsely for My sake,  Rejoice and be exceedingly glad, for great is your reward in heaven, for 

so they persecuted the prophets that were before you.

Section Two:

Discipleship Studies in ACTS
Seven Questions to ask about each story from the Book of Acts
1. What did God do?

2. How did the followers of Isa (Jesus) respond?

3. How did those who were not followers of Isa respond?

4. Was the Jamat (Church) of Isa helped or hurt?

5. What do you like about this story?

6. What troubles you about this story?

7. Through this story, what is God telling you to do?

Stories from the Book of Acts
1. ACTS 1:1-11    
Jesus appears to His followers and tells them to wait for the Holy Spirit to come and empower them to be His witnesses.  Then He ascends into heaven.
2. ACTS 2:1-41 
The Holy Spirit comes upon the disciples and they preach with power and in languages they do not know.   Peter preaches and 3000 people are saved and baptized in one day.
3. ACTS 2:41-47
 The first Jamat is formed and we see what it is like.
4. ACTS 3

A lame man is healed and Peter uses the opportunity to tell the good news of the forgiveness of sins and eternal life in Jesus.
5. ACTS 4

The religious leaders in Jerusalem begin to stand up against the preaching of the good news of Jesus.
6. ACTS 5:1-16
Jesus purifies His Jamat of the sin of hypocrisy (pretending to be what you are not in order to receive the honor of men).
7. ACTS 5:17-42
Persecution (from the religious leaders) begins to rise up against the young Jamat in Jerusalem.
8. ACTS 6:1-7  
Having first failed to corrupt the new Jamat (Acts 5:1-6), the devil attempts to sow discord.
9. ACTS 6:8-7:60
Stephen becomes the first martyr (one who is killed directly because of his faith in Jesus) of the Jamat.
10. ACTS 8

Persecution of the followers of Isa becomes intense, so many of them begin to go and proclaim the good news of Jesus in other places, just as Jesus had said in Acts 1:8.  Phillip leads a non-Israelite to faith in Jesus and baptizes him.
11. ACTS 9

Saul the chief persecutor of the Jamat of Isa is confronted by Jesus and comes to faith in Him.  His name is changed to Paul (Acts 13:9) and He becomes the main agent for taking the good news of Isa to the Gentiles (non-Jews).
12. ACTS 10

Peter is commanded by God to take the good news of Isa to a Gentile named Cornelius.  Cornelius and his household believe in Isa and are baptized.  The door is thus opened to take the good news of forgiveness of sins and the gift eternal in Jesus into the whole world. 
When you find the Man of Peace, stay with him!  Meet each day for 5 days. Baptize when he confesses Jesus as the only Savior.








 





Meet once a week 


Receive reports of his sharing experiences. 


Give training. Train him with “Your New Life in Isa”.





This is YOU on your way to join God at work among Muslims.  


Make a list of 10 Muslims 

















Each week


Choose 3 from the list of 10


Share the CAMEL


Re-visit after 3 weeks
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Appoint one of the new believers to be the Imam (pastor).  Teach the new believers to form a jamat (church) that meets weekly for worship.  When the members grow to ten, ask two to leave to start a new jamat.
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How to get from the 


“Man of Peace” to a Jamat?





55 And when Allah said, “Isa, I will take you and raise you to Myself and clear you of those who disbelieve and I will make those who follow you superior to those who disbelieve till the Day of Resurrection.  Then you will return to Me and I will judge between you in matters in which you used to dispute.”















































Extra:


59 Truly, the likeness of Isa/Jesus with Allah is as the likeness of Adam.  He created him of dust, then He said to him: Be! And he is.











46 He will speak to  the 


people in the cradle and in manhood, and he will be one of the righteous.





47 She said: ” O My Lord! How shall I have a son when no man has touched me?”  He said, “So (it will be) for Allah creates what He will.  When He has decreed something, He says only ‘Be!’ and it is.”





48 And He (Allah) will teach him the Scripture and wisdom, and the Taurat (Torah) and the Injil (Gospel).


 


49 And will make him a messenger to the Children of Israel saying, “I have come to you with a sign from the Lord, that I design for you out of clay, as it were, the figure of a bird and breathe into it, and it becomes a bird by Allah’s leave; and I will heal him who was born blind and the leper, and bring the dead to life by Allah’s leave.  And I inform you of what you eat and what you store in your houses.  Surely therein is a sign for you, if you believe.














50 And I come confirming that which was before me of the Tauret (Torah) to make lawful to you part of that which was forbidden to you, and I have come to you with a proof from your Lord.  So fear Allah and obey me.


 


51 Truly, Allah is my Lord and your Lord, so worship Him.  This is the straight path.  





52 Then when Isa came to know of their disbelief, he said, “Who will be my helpers in Allah’s cause.  The disciples said, “We are the helpers of Allah; we believe Allah and bear witness that we are muslims (those who submit).





53 Our Lord! We believe in what You have sent down, and we follow the Messenger (Isa); so write us down among those who bear witness to the truth. 


 


54 And they (disbelievers) plotted to kill Isa, and Allah planned too, for Allah is the best of planners.











Isa was raised to be with Allah 








Followers of Isa are made superior to those who disbelieve











KEY TERMS:





Isa = Jesus


Allah = God


Injil = New Testament


Taurat = Old Testament (Pentateuch)


MBB = Muslim Background Believer (Baptized)


Jamat = MBB church


Sura = A book (or chapter) in the Koran
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CAMEL


TRAINING


MANUAL 





Mary chosen by God to bear	


Jesus into the world





Isa taught the 


Truth of God











Isa heals the blind


Isa heals the leper


Isa raises the dead





Isa is the Word of God 	


Isa is the Messiah        


Isa is near to Allah/God	





Secondary Outline for English (Mother tongue) Speakers





Chosen – 3:42-44


Announcement – 3:45-47


Miracles – 3:49


Eternal Life 3:55








The Koran


Book of ImranAl-Imran 3:42-55





42 And remember when the angels said:  “O Maryam/ Mary!  Truly, Allah has chosen you above the women of mankind.


 


43  O Maryam! Submit yourself with obedience to our Lord and prostrate yourself and bow down with those who bow down.


 


44  This is a part of the news of the angels which We inspire you with.  You were not with them when they cast lots with their pens as to which of them should be charged with the care of Maryam nor were you with them when they disputed.





45 Remember when the angels said, “O Maryam!  Verily Allah gives you the glad tidings of a Word from Him, His name will be Masih Isa (Messiah Jesus) the son of Maryam, held in honor in this world and in the Hereafter, and he will be one of those who are near to Allah.








The Problem with a Stranger - the Power of the Man of Peace





As Jesus looked across the crowd, he was looking for someone.  He knew that he would change the lives of some or maybe many of the people in the crowd.  But there was one particular individual who held the keys to the heart of the whole city.  As Jesus looked for the unusual (where the Father was at work), He saw a short rich man who had climbed up a tree to see him.   This Zacchaeus was well known in this city because he was a hated tax collector for the Romans.  Zacchaeus was changed that day through faith in Jesus.  The city was also changed forever because of the testimony of the change Jesus had brought about in Zacchaeus.  Jesus was a stranger in that city, Zacchaeus was not.  Jesus was going to leave, but Zacchaeus would remain there as a powerful witness of Jesus long after He had left.





























Have the Man of Peace write down the names of 25 Muslims.  Teach him “What to Say”.  Assign him to share the CAMEL with 5 from the list.  Report back in 2 weeks.








 








CAMEL METHOD OUTLINE





1.  Opening Statement: ““I have been reading the Koran and I discovered an amazing truth that gives hope for eternal life in heaven. Will you read to me Sura ImranAl-Imran 3:42-55?”





2.  Three Steps to raising Isa up in the mind of a Muslim


Isa is holy – Surah 3:42-48


-     He is the word of Allah - 45


He is the Messiah, held in honor - 45


He is near to Allah - 45 


He is righteous - 46


He is virgin born - 47


Isa has power over death – 3:49-54


He gave sight to the blind – 49


He healed lepers – 49


He raised the dead to life again - 49


Isa knows the way to heaven and is the way – 3:55


3.  Final Question: “I want to go to heaven when I die.  Which prophet can help me get there?”














Help the Man of Peace understand that most will reject him.  When a man of peace is found, 


he should disciple him,


have him make a list of 25 Muslims,


share the Camel to 5 from the list.











